
10/3/2023 ESHC 

 

AGENDA 
  

EAST STUART HISTORICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
OCTOBER 3, 2023 

AT 3:00 PM 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

121 SW FLAGLER AVE. 
STUART, FLORIDA 34994 

  
BOARD MEMBERS 

  
Chair - Faye James  

Vice Chair - Charlene Thompson  
Board Member - Albert Brinkley 
Board Member - Betty Brinkley 
Board Member - Joseph Cooper 

Board Member - Kimberly McHardy Grant 
Board Member - Philip Harvey 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

  
CRA Executive Director - Pinal Gandhi-Savdas 

Board Secretary - Susej T. Meleqi 
 

Agenda items are available on our website at http://www.cityofstuart.us  
Phone: (772) 288-5306. Fax: (772) 288-5305. E-mail: mkindel@ci.stuart.fl.us 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), anyone who needs a special accommodation to attend this meeting should 
contact the City's ADA coordinator at 772-288-5306 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting, excluding Saturday and Sunday.  

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he will need a record of 
the proceeding, and that for such purpose he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  

(RC) next to an item denotes there is a City Code requirement for a Roll Call vote.  
(QJ) next to an item denotes that it is a quasi-judicial matter or public hearing. 
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10/3/2023 ESHC 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
  
ROLL CALL 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  
 1. OATH OF OFFICE FOR ONE (1) ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMEBER 
      
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
 2. APPROVAL OF 07/11/2023 ESHC MINUTES (RC) 
      
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC (Non-Agenda Related) (3 Minutes Max.) 
  
COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS (Non-Agenda Items) 
  
ACTION ITEMS 
  
 3. PRESENTATION UPDATE ON THE EAST STUART HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

SURVEY REPORT AND NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGNATION AS A NATIONAL 
REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES DISTRICT. 

      
STAFF UPDATE 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
  

 

WHAT IS CIVILITY? Civility is caring about one's identity, needs and beliefs without degrading someone else's in the process. Civility is 
more than merely being polite. Civility requires staying ''present" even with those persons with whom we have deep-rooted and perhaps 
strong disagreements. It is about constantly being open to hear, learn, teach and change. It seeks common ground as a beginning point for 
dialogue. It is patience, grace, and strength of character. Civility is practiced in our City Hall.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: If a member of the public wishes to comment upon ANY subject matter, including quasi-judicial matters, please submit 
a Request to Speak form. These forms are available in the back of the Commission Chambers, and should be given to the City Clerk prior to 
introduction of the item number you would like to address.  

CONSENT CALENDAR: Those matters included under the Consent Calendar are self-explanatory, non-controversial, and are not expected 
to require review or discussion. All items will be enacted by one motion. If discussion on an item is desired by any City Commissioner that 
item may be removed by a City Commissioner from the Consent Calendar and considered separately. If an item is quasi-judicial it may be 
removed by a Commissioner or any member of the public from the Consent Calendar and considered separately.  

QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARINGS: Some of the matters on the Agenda may be "quasi-judicial" in nature. City Commissioners will disclose all 
ex-parte communications, and may be subject to voir dire by any interested party regarding those communications. All witnesses testifying 
will be "sworn" prior to their testimony. However, the public is permitted to comment without being sworn. Unsworn testimony will be given 
appropriate weight and credibility by the City Commission. 
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1  
CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
East Stuart Historical Advisory Committee 

 
Meeting Date: 10/3/2023 Prepared by: Susej Meleqi 
 
Title of Item: 
OATH OF OFFICE FOR ONE (1) ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMEBER 
 
Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request: 
Per the East Stuart Historical Advisory Committee By-Laws, ARTICLE VII Miscellaneous, Section 1. all 
members of the Board shall take the Oath of Office at the beginning of their term.   
 
Funding Source: 
N/A 
 
Recommended Action: 
Board Member Joseph Cooper to take Oath.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Board Member OATH_ESHC 
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CITY OF STUART
Oath of Office

I, _____________, am qualified under the Constitution, Laws of Florida, and the 

Code of Ordinances for the City of Stuart, Florida to serve as a member of the EAST 

STUART HISTORICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE; and that I will well and faithfully 

perform the duties of an advisory board member on which I am about to enter, so help 

me God. 

Name 

  

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF MARTIN

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me by means of physical presence 

____ or online notarization ___, this 3rd day of October 2023, ______________________, 

who is personally known to me or who has produced Florida driver license as 

identification. 

  
Deputy City Clerk 

          

          (Notary Seal)
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2  
CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
East Stuart Historical Advisory Committee 

 
Meeting Date: 10/3/2023 Prepared by: Susej Meleqi 
 
Title of Item: 
APPROVAL OF 07/11/2023 ESHC MINUTES (RC) 
 
Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request: 
APPROVAL OF 07/11/2023 ESHC MINUTES (RC)  
 
Funding Source: 
N/A 
 
Recommended Action: 
Approve Minutes.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. 07112023 ESHC Mintutes 
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7/11/2023 ESHC Page 1 of 3

MINUTES
EAST STUART HISTORICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE EAST STUART 

HISTORICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
JULY 11, 2023

AT 3:00 PM
COMMISSION CHAMBERS

121 SW FLAGLER AVE.
STUART, FLORIDA 34994

 
BOARD MEMBERS

 

Chair - Faye James
Vice Chair – Charlene Thompson
Board Member - Albert Brinkley
Board Member - Betty Brinkley
Board Member - Joseph Cooper

Board Member - Kimberly McHardy Grant
Board Member - Philip Harvey

ADMINISTRATIVE
 

Board Secretary - Susej Meleqi

CALL TO ORDER
 

3:05 PM
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 

 

1. OATHS OF OFFICE FOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
   

Paul Nicoletti, Interim City Attorney, read off the Oath of Office to the Board Members 
present. 

  

2. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 
   

3:07 PM MOTION:  Faye James as Chair since she was previously. 
MOVED BY: Albert Brinkley
SECONDED BY: Charlene Thompson
Motion approved unanimously. 

  

3. APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR 
   

3:08 PM MOTION: Albert Brinkley to be Vice Chair.
MOVED BY: Charlene Thompson   
SECONDED BY: None
MOTION DIED FOR A LACK OF SECOND

Board Member Brinkley stated he appreciated the offer but could not take it.
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7/11/2023 ESHC Page 2 of 3

3:08 PM MOTION: Charlene Thompson to be Vice Chair.
MOVED BY: Albert Brinkley
SECONDED BY: Philip Harvey
Motion approved unanimously. 

Vice Chair Thompson moved to the Chair seat as Chair James arrived late.
  

ROLL CALL
 

PRESENT: Board Member A Brinkley, Board Member B Brinkley, Board Member McHardy 
Grant, Board Member Harvey, Board Member James, Board Member Thompson
ABSENT: Board Member Cooper 
 

STAFF UPDATE
 

 

5. INTERIM CITY ATTORNEY PRESENTING ON PUBLIC RECORDS AND PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

   

Interim City Attorney Nicoletti spoke about the requirements of the Board, open meeting, 
Sunshine Law, conflicts of interest, and public records.

Board Member A Brinkley asked the Interim City Attorney what the purpose of the 
Committee is.

Interim City Attorney explained that it was for residents of East Stuart who have an interest 
in and can assist staff in providing recommendations. 

  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
 

3:25 PM MOTION:  Approve.
MOVED BY: Philip Harvey
SECONDED BY: Betty Brinkley
Motion approved unanimously. 

*Clerks Note - Faye James arrived at 3:26PM

Interim City Attorney Nicoletti swore Faye James onto the Board and advised her she was 
nominated for Chair.

Chair James apologized for being late and thanked the Board for nominating her Chair.

Interim City Attorney Nicoletti was provided with a list of the purpose of the Board and he read 
them into the record for the Board Members.

Chair James asked if East Stuart is placed on the National History Registry.

Pinal Gandhi-Savdas, CRA Director, stated that they are in the process of designating East Stuart to 
be placed on the National History Registry.
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 

None. 

 

Page 7 of 46



7/11/2023 ESHC Page 3 of 3

COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS (Non-Agenda Items)
 

 

ACTION ITEMS
 

 

4. UPDATE TO EAST STUART MASTER PLAN:

RESOLUTION No. 09-2023 CRA; A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF STUART, 
FLORIDA, APPOVING AN UPDATE TO THE EAST STUART MASTER PLAN; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

   

Ms. Gandhi-Savdas introduced the item and asked for feedback in how to preserve the 
history and culture in the East Stuart Master Plan. 

Jessica Seymour, Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council , presented the land 
development code update, citizens' updated master plan, reflected the completed work & 
physical changes, updated priorities, spoke on different projects within the East Stuart, 
funding sources for individual property owners and for municipal actions, and the next 
steps.

3:52 PM

Board Member A. Brinkley commented he was concerned about the Bayou cross walk. 

Ms. Seymour stated that they had talked to the residents that lived there and also stated 
there would be more outreach and workshops throughout the process. 

Chair James asked that items in the presentation numbers 1-20 come back at a later date 
to be discussed.

A member of the public spoke about the McCarty building and discussion ensued between 
the Board Members and Ms. Seymour. 

  

ADJOURNMENT
 

4:03 PM

_____________________________                         ______________________________
Susej T. Meleqi, Deputy City Clerk                          Faye James, Chair

Minutes to be approved at the ESHC
Meeting this 23rd day of October, 2023.
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3  
CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
East Stuart Historical Advisory Committee 

 
Meeting Date: 10/3/2023 Prepared by: Pinal Gandhi-Savdas 
 
Title of Item: 
PRESENTATION UPDATE ON THE EAST STUART HISTORIC PROPERTIES SURVEY REPORT AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGNATION AS A NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES DISTRICT. 
 
Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request: 
The CRA is pursuing a National Register of Historic Places district nomination for the East Stuart 
Community, which is the center of the City of Stuart’s historic black neighborhood.  In May 2022, 
the CRA submitted a Reconnaissance Survey conducted by a professional consultant and 
Preliminary Site Information Questionnaire (PSIQ) which recommended designation of the East 
Stuart area as a National Register of Historic Places District under Criterion A, Ethnic Heritage/Black. 
   In October 2022, the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources (DHR), 
determined that the East Stuart neighborhood is eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.   
 
A formal establishment of a historic district designation process followed after preliminary approval 
by DHR.  In November 2022, the CRA approved a budget amendment to hire a consultant to 
prepare and submit the National Register application, including architectural description, history, 
statement of significance, maps and photographs, for nomination to the federal government, 
administered by the National Park Services. 
 
The consultant will provide an update on the windshield survey of the neighborhood and other 
research conducted to prepare the nomination report. The application for National Register district 
nomination is expected to be submitted for review to the Florida Department of State, Division of 
Historical Resources, by November 2023.  Once reviewed by the Division, it will be forwarded to the 
National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places in Washington, D.C, which is the official 
keeper of the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
 
Funding Source: 
N/A 
 
Recommended Action: 
No action required. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Proposed East Stuart Historic District Map 
2. PSIQ and Reconnaissance Survey 
3. East Stuart PSIQ Response from State 
4. East Stuart Potential National Register District Inventory 
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RECONNAISANCE SURVEY OF THE EAST STUART 

COMMUNITY 

STUART, FLORIDA  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Property Associates, Inc.   

April 27, 2022 

Community Redevelopment Agency 

City of Stuart 

121 SW Flagler Ave. 

Stuart, FL 34994 
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RECONNAINSCANCE SURVEY, EAST STUART COMMUNITY, STUART, FL  

Resource Name:  

Common Name: East Stuart Community 

Historic Name: Lincoln Park Neighborhood 

Property Types:   

Domestic/Single Dwelling 

Domestic/Multiple Dwelling 

Education/School 

Religion/Religious Facility  

Current Uses/Pre-1972 Buildings: 

Religious:  13 

Commercial:  8 

Lodge:   1 

Education/School:  1 

Residential:   140 

Approximate date of construction: 

C. 1920-1972 

1920s:  3 

1930s:   8 

1940:    24 

1950:    57 

1960:    68 

1970:    3 
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Location:  General boundaries 

 

 

N:   SE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR BLVD 

S:    SE 10TH STREET 

E:   SE TARPON AVENUE 

W:  SE DIXIE HIGHWAY/FEC RAILWAY TRACKS  
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Surveyor:  Paul L. Weaver, President, Historic Property Associates, Inc. 

                                               

                                                 Paul L. Weaver, III 

Historic Property Associates, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1002 

St. Augustine, Florida 32085-1002 

(904) 824-5178 (office) 

                          (904) 347-6090 (cell) 

                                              E-mail: HPA007@aol.com 

      

Education: 

 

 M.A. (1986) University of Florida/Latin American History/Historic                     

                       Preservation, Magna Cum Laude 

 

          B.A. (1976) University of Florida in American History, High Honors 

 

Experience: 

 

 Member, Vice-Chair and Chair, Historic Architectural Review Board, 

City of St. Augustine, Florida (2003-2016, 2018-2022):  Responsible for review 

of development projects in the City of St. Augustine’s Historic Preservation 

Zoning Districts.  Board responsibilities further include review of demolitions, ad 

valorem exemption applications, preservation planning documents, and National 

Register nominations under the National Park Service’s Certified Locally 

Ordinanced Government (CLG) Program.  Measures undertaken during tenure 

include revised demolition ordinance for historic buildings and procedures for 

dealing with condemned/abandoned buildings in the Lincolnville Historic District.  

 

 Consultant & President, Historic Property Associates (1980-2022): 

Professional preservation consultant responsible for documenting, describing, 

evaluating, and interpreting historic properties throughout the Southeast. 

Conducted site specific research and prepared reports for a wide range of historic 

properties; National Register of Historic Places nominations; preservation planning 

documents, including state model guidelines; federal and state compliance review 

reports; and grant applications; continuing education instructor for architects, 

planners, and interior designers; tax certification applications, preservation 

planning documents, and state and federal grant applications for community 

education, survey and planning, and acquisition and development projects.  

Page 17 of 46



 

            President, Board Member, St. Augustine Historical Society(2017-

2022):  Member  and President of city’s most important non-profit historical 

association.  

  

          Historian, Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board (1986-1987): 

Conducted research and prepared historical manuscripts and publications for 

preservation program focusing on St. Augustine's Hispanic past. Research on 

major Spanish documentary collections at the University of Florida, Gainesville, 

and at St. Augustine. 

 

 Consultant, Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board (1984-1986): 

Directed the definitive survey of St. Johns County, Florida, including all historical 

research, photography, architectural description, and preparation of all phases of 

the final report. 

 

 Historic Site Specialist, Florida Department of State (1982-1984): 

Administered National Register program, processed nominations, evaluated survey 

grant applications, reviewed tax credit applications and determinations of 

eligibility, supervised state funded surveys,  reviewed development projects for 

compliance with state and federal preservation law. 

 

          University of Florida,  P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History, Archivist, 

Spanish Calendar Project (1980-1982):  Trained Paleographer and Translator, 

Prepared Finding Aids for Major Spanish Florida Document Collections, 

professional activities included two trips to the Archive of the Indies, Seville, 

Spain to microfilm Spanish Florida document collections.    

 

           Historic Site Specialist, Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board 

(1978-1980): Participated in the definitive survey of St. Augustine, Florida, 

including historical research and preparation of the final report. 
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Historic Context: 

Early Development of Stuart, including East Stuart, 1894-1919 

The arrival of the Florida East Coast Railway in 1894 stimulated the early development of Stuart, 

Florida.  The rail connection to Stuart included tracks through the city, a station and a dock that 

extended into the St. Lucie River, integrating rail and water transportation systems.  The town 

was named for Homer (Jack) Stuart, Jr. an early homesteader who lived near the site of the future 

train station.1 At the time of its creation, Stuart was still a part of Dade County.    

As was true throughout the east coast of Florida, the arrival of the railroad stimulated population 

growth and economic development.   One of the earliest economic activities in Stuart was 

pineapple cultivation.    Pineapple production was introduced to Florida as early as 1860.   The 

pineapple is a tropical fruit and is easily injured by cold temperatures.   After some early 

experimentation in various parts of the state, the pineapple industry, facilitated by construction of 

the railroad, became concentrated in an area extending south from Ft. Pierce and including Stuart 

and Jensen by 1895.2   Jensen, just north of Stuart proclaimed itself the “Pineapple Capital of the 

World.”  In 1902, Stuart, not to be outdone, claimed to be the principal port for pineapple 

shipments in Florida.  It was an important rail and river point for shipping pineapple and citrus.3   

 

PINEAPPLE FIELD, JENSEN, FLORIDA, 1895  

 
1 Historic Property Associates, Inc. “Survey of Stuart,” 1991, pp. 7-8.    
2 Dr. Herbert J. Webber, “The Pineapple Industry in the United States,” Yearbook of the US Department of 

Agriculture , 1895, pp. 269-272. 
3 Historic Property Associates, Inc. “Survey of Stuart,” 1991, p. 8.    
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Black workers were drawn to Stuart from its earliest days by job opportunities created by the 

railroad and the growing agricultural economy.   Their labor largely built the Florida East Coast 

Railroad.  They were routinely exploited and worked under harsh conditions.   According to 

census data, fifteen blacks lived in the vicinity of Stuart in 1900.  By 1910, the community had 

dozens of black residents.4 Blacks came to Stuart from Florida, Georgia and other parts of the 

South.  While not the majority, blacks from the Bahamas were an important part of the local 

workforce.   The Bahamian immigration was logical given the short distance between the islands 

and the Florida east coast.   Moreover, the Bahamas were one of the most important centers of 

pineapple production in the world in the 1890s and the early twentieth century.5   Again, census 

data indicates many of the Bahamian immigrants were farm laborers and likely had skills and 

experience in pineapple cultivation. 6    

The growing population and economy of Stuart resulted in the need for governmental services.  

In 1909, Palm Beach County was formed from the northern part of Dade County. It extended to 

the St. Lucie River, just north of the fledgling community of Stuart.   In 1914 the Town of Stuart 

was formally incorporated and divided into five wards or precincts.  Among the first councilmen 

was John Boggan.  Boggan served as president of the newly formed council and was a pioneer 

pineapple grower with a 50-acre tract under cultivation in the spring of 1914.7    

Walter Kitching, an English immigrant, was an important early settler of Stuart.   Kitching 

settled the south bank of St. Lucie River in the pre-railroad era.   As the line proceeded south 

from Daytona, Kitching offered the railroad a right-of-way through his land.  He conditioned the 

offer on a promise that an infrastructure consisting of a station, spurs and a wharf on the St. 

Lucie River would be built.  Kitching was a pioneer pineapple grower and in 1894, the same year 

the railroad arrived, built a wood-frame residence known as the Kitching House of the south 

bank of the St. Lucie River.  In 1910, Kitching’s Addition, the oldest residential subdivision in 

Stuart was platted and developed.  An early history of Martin County indicates that Kitching was 

among the first to recruit black pineapple workers to the community. 8  

The historic black settlement of Stuart was located in the southeastern part of the community and 

concentrated in the Lincoln Park Subdivision.   From the Civil War well into the twentieth 

century, Lincoln was a popular name in the African American community which held martyred 

President Abraham Lincoln in great esteem.  In 1913, Andrew Rankin Wallace filed a plat for 

Lincoln Park.9  Jackson B. McDonald, first mayor of Stuart, and W.H. Roat subsequently re-

platted Lincoln Park.   The subdivision with street layout appears on the 1915 Sanborn Fire 

Insurance and was mapped in detail on the 1920 Sanborn update.    Lincoln Park was bifurcated 

 
4 Sandra Henderson Thurlow.   Stuart on the St. Lucie:  A Pictorial History, (2001), p. 134; See US Census Returns 

for Stuart, Palm Beach County, 1910.    
5 Webber, “The Pineapple Industry in the United States,”  pp. 269-272. 
6 See US Census Returns for Stuart, Palm Beach County, 1910, 1920,  Stuart Martin County  1930, 1940.    
7Works Project Administration, “History of Martin County, Florida,” p. 1. 
8 Works Project Administration, “History of Martin County, Florida,” pp. 2-3. 
9Thurlow.   Stuart on the St. Lucie:  A Pictorial History,  p. 134  
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by the Florida East Coast Railway which provided employment to many residents of the 

neighborhood.10 Adjacent the railroad was a triangular shaped park.   Known as Lincoln Park, 

the additional sides of the park were formed by Church Street and Park Avenue.   Lincoln Park 

was one of the first three parks in Stuart. 11  

 

 
10 Florida Master Site File, MT220. 
11Thurlow.   Stuart on the St. Lucie:  A Pictorial History,  p. 134  
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Stuart/East Stuart, Florida Land Boom-Great Depression, 1920-1940 

Florida’s economy blossomed after World War I. Stuart, like other communities throughout the 

state, benefitted from the Great Florida Land Boom. Real estate values rose dramatically during 

the Boom. In virtually all communities, new subdivisions were platted and recorded, lots were 

sold and re-sold and new buildings were constructed.  

The Florida Land Boom of the 1920s left its mark on East Stuart and the residential development 

of Lincoln Park.  The City of Stuart experienced its most dynamic period of growth.  Its 

population increased from 778 in 1920 to nearly 2000 in 1930.  In 1925 Stuart reincorporated as 

a city and Martin County was created from southern St. Lucie County and northern Palm Beach 

County.   Stuart, with the largest population, became the county seat.12    

The black population of Stuart, concentrated in Lincoln Park, also grew dramatically.    Lincoln 

Park, also known historically as Little Dixie, was not only a residential community but a center 

of social and religious life.  By 1920 it contained a IOOF Lodge and St. Paul AME Church, 527 

Church Street and Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, 614 Church Street.  St. Paul AME was organized 

in 1912 as St. Mary’s AME Church.  The original church was built that same year and included 

nineteen stained glass windows, a church bell and belfry.   It was renamed St. Paul in 1920.  In 

1970 a new sanctuary was constructed, and the original stained glass was repurposed in the new 

church.13 

 
12Historic Property Associates, Inc. “Survey of Stuart,” 1991, pp. 12-16.     
13Works Project Administration, “History of Saint Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church,” 1936. 
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Mt. Calvary Baptist Church was the second church established in Lincoln Park.   The Mt. 

Calvary congregation was organized in 1914.  Services were held in a frame building on Pine 

Street from 1914 to 1916.   From 1916 until 1936 services were held at a wood frame structure at 

614 Church Street.   In 1936 a new stucco over frame building was constructed at 641 Church 

Street.14   The historic Mt. Calvary  Baptist Church has been replaced by a modern sanctuary. 

 

Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, Church Street  

St.Monica’s Episcopal Church at 812 Central Avenue was also constituted in 1920s. St. 

Monica’s has its roots with Bahamian immigrants working in the pineapple industry at Sewell’s 

Point.   The congregation formally organized in 1928 and was led by the Reverend M. H. Finley.  

Services were held initially at the Odd Fellow’s Hall on Central Avenue.    In 1933 the original 

wood frame church was erected on the present site.   The congregation replaced the original 

church in 1965 with the present structure.15 

 

 
14 Works Project Administration, “History of Mt. Calvary Church,” 1936. 
15 Works Project Administration, “History of Mt. St. Monica’s Episcopal  Church,” 1936 
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While churches and civic buildings were important components of the East Stuart neighborhood, 

most of the buildings constructed during the 1920s were simple frame vernacular residences.   

Frame vernacular was the prevalent type of wood frame construction techniques employed by 

lay or self-taught buildings who had little or no formal training.  Examples include 912 East 

Avenue and 937 SE Tarpon Avenue.    

With the collapse of the Florida Boom in 1926 and the onset of the Great Depression in 1929, 

real estate development slowed dramatically in Stuart.   Nonetheless, several important buildings 

were constructed in East Stuart during the Depression Decade. 

One important building was Macedonia Baptist Church at the corner of Bahama Avenue and 

Church Street.  It was built in 1933 and was a white frame church with a bell tower and rectory. 

Unfortunately, it has been lost to demolition.16 

  

 
16 Works Project Administration, “History of Mt. Macedonia Baptisth Church,” 1936 
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A second important building was the Stuart Training School.  Built in 1931, Stuart Training 

School was the main school for blacks in Martin County during the segregated era.17 It is one of 

the few examples of masonry construction in East Stuart prior to World War II.   Located at 800 

SE Bahama Avenue, the school closed in 1964, when it was replaced by Murray Junior/Senior 

School, another segregated facility.  It is, however, still in operation as Spectrum Junior/Senior 

High School.   

 

  

 
17 May Name New School After Murray Family". Palm Beach Post. June 10, 1964. p. 13. 
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In the 1930s, Frame Vernacular residences remained the most common property type in East 

Stuart.  One of the best examples from the period is the Thomas J. Allen Home at 410 SE Lake 

Street.   This house, typical of Frame Vernacular building, was constructed in 1938 by Steven 

Blasko, Jr. a Hungarian immigrant.   Blasko built the Allen Home and a number of others in East 

Stuart during the Jim Crowe Era.   The building was constructed of high quality, Dade County 

pine, a significant building material in pre-World War II South Florida.  Thomas J. Allen was a 

prominent resident of Stuart and an entrepreneur with multiple business interests. 

 

Development of East Stuart, 1940-1968 

 

The post-World War II history of East Stuart is largely unwritten.  The 1991 historic properties 

survey of Stuart was done thirty-one years ago and did not cover the post-1940 period due to the 

relative recentness of the period at the time.  Nonetheless, a community meeting on March 7, 2022 

in East Stuart included statements from long time residents, indicating that the experience of East 

Stuart in the post-World War II period were similar to those of other segregated communities in 

Florida and the South during the Jim Crow Era 

 

In the post-World War II period, the black church remained a bulwark of the local community with 

the most numerous and the most important located in East Stuart. Its ministers were often the best 

educated members of the community.  The church provided a protective environment to deal with 
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the discrimination of the Jim Crow South.  It also provided support for family and community life 

and a place for social and sometimes recreational activity.  

 

After World War II, many black veterans returned to East Stuart.  Given their service to their 

country, they were less willing to tolerate the discrimination and second-class citizenship of the 

Jim Crow Era.  They also had the benefits of the GI Bill and availed themselves of educational 

opportunities in search of a better quality of life.18 

 

In the 1950s blacks in East Stuart were under educated and under employed compared with the 

white community.  Census data indicates, domestic service, construction, railroad work, and farm 

labor were the only occupations open for the great majority of blacks.  Teaching and preaching 

were the few occupations that offered advancement for blacks and a chance for a higher quality of 

life.19 

 

Brown vs. Board of Education was a benchmark date of the Civil Rights Movement for Stuart,   

Florida and the United States. In Brown vs. the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, the United 

States Supreme Court declared state laws establishing separate public schools for black and white 

students to be unconstitutional.   Nonetheless, local schools, including the Stuart Training School 

and the Murray Junior-Senior High, constructed in 1964 at Port Salerno, remained segregated until 

1968.20 

 

As discussed at the March 7, 2022, community meeting, due to segregation, a vibrant black 

business community existed in East Stuart. Churches were another historic property type.  The 

original church buildings have been removed but the congregations of St. Paul AME, Mt. 

Calvary Baptist and St. Monica’s Episcopal churches remain.  Following passage of the 1964 

Civil Rights Act, Black-owned businesses were suddenly faced with competition from white-

owned businesses outside of East Stuart. As a result, the black businesses in the community 

declined.  With the desegregation of public schools in Martin County in 1968, the Jim Crow Era 

in the history of East Stuart ended.   Most of the extant buildings in East Stuart Community date 

from the post-World War II period and need to be documented and evaluated to fully-establish 

the significance of the community.      

 

 

 

  

 
18Stuart Training School Facts, 1931-1964. 
19Ibid,   
20Ibid.  
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Characteristics & Styles: 

Frame Vernacular, 1915-1950 

Frame Vernacular was the prevalent type of wood frame construction employed by lay or self-

taught builders who had little or no formal training.  It was the main type of construction applied 

to all building in East Stuart prior to World War II but was particularly common to private 

residences.  Gable, or hip roofs, usually had steep pitches that accommodated attic space. 

Horizontal drop siding and weatherboard were the most common exterior wall surface materials. 

Wood shingles were often used to cover roofs until they were replaced by sheet metal and metal 

shingles and later by asbestos cement and composition shingles. Porches, most commonly simple 

entrance or end porches, were common features. Porches were the location of most decorative 

features such as gingerbread, jig-sawn bargeboards, and decorative rafters.  Fenestration was 

regular, but not always symmetrical. Windows were generally double-hung sash with multi-pane 

glazing and doors contained recessed wood panels. Exterior decoration was sparse and limited to 

ornamental woodwork. A 1950 survey of East Stuart indicated that of 213 extant buildings in 

East Stuart 191 were frame.21  Extant examples Frame Vernacular residences include 912 East 

Avenue, 410 SE Lake Street and 937 SE Tarpon Avenue.    

 

 
21Thurlow.   Stuart on the St. Lucie:  A Pictorial History, p. 138-139; “Committee Reports to Council On Negro 

Housing in Stuart,” Stuart News,   July 6, 1950, p. 12. 
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Frame Vernacular Residence, East Stuart  
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Masonry Vernacular, 1920-1960 

Masonry Vernacular was the prevalent type of masonry construction employed by lay or self-

taught builders who had little or no formal training.  Masonry Vernacular was more common in 

Stuart on commercial buildings, but there are many examples in East Stuart particularly after 

World War II, when more fragile, wood frame residential buildings fell out of favor.  Most of the 

Masonry Vernacular buildings in East Stuart are painted or stuccoed concrete block.   Stuart had 

a cast concrete block manufacturing plant so it is likely materials from the plant found their way 

to East Stuart.  The best extant example of masonry construction in East Stuart is the East Stuart 

Training School.   

 

East Stuart Training School, 800 SE Bahama Avenue.   
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Alterations: 

Many of the historic era buildings in East Stuart have been subject to alterations.  Typically, 

these alterations are window replacement or vinyl or metal over original wood siding.  Such 

alterations are typically not disqualifying for historic designation.   More concerning is wide 

scale demolition.    For example, of the sixteen buildings recorded in the 1991 survey, six have 

been demolished.    Moreover, the City of Stuart has documented eighty-eight vacant lots in the 

neighborhood, including some of the buildings previously recorded.  Demolition remains the 

main threat to a prospective district.   Land values are dramatically increasing relative to building 

values, putting development pressure on the historic building stock of the neighborhood. 

 

 

Vacant Lots in East Stuart Community  
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1991 SURVEYED BUILDINGS 

*415 CHURCH ST FRAME VERNACULAR  C. 1920 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

*417 CHURCH ST FRAME VERNACULAR  C. 1930 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

*624 CHURCH ST MEDITERRANEAN REV.  C. 1926 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

*626 CHURCH ST MEDITERRANEAN REV.  C. 1930 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

912 EAST AVENUE FRAME VERNACULAR       C. 1926 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

*916 EAST AVENUE FRAME VERNACULAR       C. 1926 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

344 M.L. KING JR.   FRAME VERNACULAR        1930     COMMERCIAL 

815 NASSAU AVE. FRAME VERNACULAR         C. 1926 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

*825 NASSAU AVE.  FRAME VERNACULAR        C. 1926 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

829 NASSAU AVE   FRAME VERNACULAR        C. 1940 PRIVATE RESIDENCE  

818 TARPON AVE   BUNGALOW   C. 1926 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

821 TARPON AVE.  FRAME VERNACULAR       C. 1926 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

833 TARPON AVE.  FRAME VERNACULAR       C. 1926 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

915 TARPON AVE.  FRAME VERNACULAR       C. 1940 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

937 TARPON AVE.  FRAME VERNACULAR       C. 1940 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

941 TARPON AVE.  FRAME VERNACULAR       C. 1940 PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

*demolished buildings since 1991 
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Statement of Significance: 

Ethnic Heritage/Black: Criterion A 
 

From c. 1915 until the end of segregation in 1968, East Stuart, known also as the Lincoln Park 

Neighborhood, was the center of the African American community in Stuart.   With the arrival of 

the railroad in 1894, African Americans from Florida, Georgia and other parts of the South 

arrived in Stuart to work for the railroad, and in the pineapple, citrus and fishing industries. They 

began settling in East Stuart early in the 20th century.  A significant part of the East Stuart 

Community was immigrants from the nearby Bahama Islands who worked particularly in the 

early pineapple industry.   These immigrants formed their own churches, principally Baptist, and the 

African Methodist Episcopal denominations.  Buildings that embody this heritage are St. Paul AME, 

Mt. Calvary Baptist, and St. Monica Episcopal churches.  Black educational structures include the 

East Stuart Training School, the principal black secondary school in Martin County between 

1931 and 1964.   
 

Determination of Eligibility Opinion: 

The East Stuart Community is likely eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under 

Criterion A, Ethnic Heritage/Black at the local level.   However, the evidence for designation is 

incomplete and needs updating.   The last comprehensive historic properties survey was 

undertaken in 1991 and now is over thirty years out of date.    Given the fifty-year criterion in 

place at the time, the survey report only covered the pre-1940 era and individual Florida Master 

Site File forms were also limited to pre-1940.   Given the passage of time, an update of historic 

information is imperative.    The post-World War II period included the Black Civil Rights Era,  

a period highly significant to African American communities throughout the United States.   A 

community meeting on March 7, 2022, was primarily focused on this period and touched on the 

significance of East Stuart and civil rights to residents.  The East Stuart Training School was an 

important black educational institution in the community and its history and association with the 

local civil rights movement needs to be fully developed.  Moreover, based on the data from the 

City of Stuart, it appears that the majority of buildings date from the post-World War II period.  

None have been recorded in the Florida Master Site File.  This data is foundational to a National 

Register nomination and needs to be completed prior to a final evaluation.         
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Seven Aspects of Integrity: 

• Must be 50 years old or older.  There are an estimated 163 buildings 50 years old or older. 

These are the overwhelming number of buildings in the community.  

 

•he seven (7) recognized qualities of integrity under the National Register of Historic Places are: 

location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 

 

Location: Yes, the location is the same since the Lincoln Park Subdivision was platted c. 

1915.  

 

Design:  The buildings in the area are primarily simple wood frame and masonry 

structures.  There are very few buildings that represent a defined historic architectural 

style.   While many buildings have been altered through new windows or non-historic 

siding, the overall design and individual materials and details are generally intact. 

 

Setting:  The setting of the area is generally intact.  However, the City of Stuart has 

documented a eighty-eight vacant lots where mainly pre-1930 wood frame buildings 

were located.  Demolition remains a threat to the community because of the size of 

buildings, their condition, and ever-increasing land values relative to building values. 

 

Materials: Most buildings are simple utilitarian structures constructed of commonly  

available materials.   Historic materials such as Dade County Pine are found intact on 

buildings such as the Thomas J. Allen Home, 410 S.E. Lake Street.     

 

Workmanship: There are intact examples of the work of skilled carpenters such Steven 

Blasko, Jr. a Hungarian immigrant, who built the Thomas J. Allen Home, 410 S.E. Lake 

Street.     

 

Feeling and Association: The East Stuart Community still has the feeling and association 

of a historically black community.  Particularly important are the historical black 

churches located there such as St. Paul AME, Mt. Calvary Baptist and St. Monica 

Episcopal.  Many of the early, frame vernacular residences have been lost and replaced 

by post-World War II masonry residences, which now form most of the buildings in the 

community.  Demolition and new construction threaten the character of East Stuart. 
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EAST STUART, PRE-1972 INVENTORY 
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EAST STUART POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER DISTRICT INVENTORY 
 
SE 10TH STREET  (2) 
 
600                        Frame Vern.   1953  MT01970 
625                        Frame Vern.   1961  MT01971 
 
SE BAHAMA AVENUE (18) 
 
700                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT01972 
701                        Frame Vern.   1950  MT01973 
704                        Frame Vern.   1972  MT01974 
708                        Frame Vern.   1950  MT01975 
709                        Frame Vern.   1959  MT01976 
712                        Frame Vern.   1966  MT01977 
717                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT01978 
724                        Frame Vern.   1966  MT01979 
800                     Stuart Training  1937  MT01318 
813                        Frame Vern.   1969  MT01980 
819-821                       Frame Vern.   1969  MT01981 
901                        Frame Vern.   1954  MT01982 
908                        Frame Vern.   1955  MT01983 
909                        Frame Vern.   1955  MT01984 
916                        Frame Vern.   1962  MT01985 
930 (932)                     Frame Vern.   1953  MT01986 
933                        Frame Vern.   1953  MT01987 
936                        Frame Vern.   1953  MT01988 
 

SE BAYOU AVENUE (17) 
 
712                        Frame Vern.   1957  MT01989 
716                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT01990 
724                        Frame Vern.   1965  MT01991 
800                        Frame Vern.   1947  MT01992 
801-807                       Masonry Vern.  1963  MT01993 
804                Masonry Vern.  1949  MT01994 
806                Masonry Vern.  1963  MT01995 
809-813                       Masonry Vern.  1963  MT01996 
812                        Masonry Vern.  1963  MT01997 
816                Masonry Vern.  1963  MT01998 
819-823               Masonry Vern.  1963  MT01999 
901                Masonry Vern.  1963  MT02000 
906-908                       Frame Vern.   1963  MT02001 
909                        Frame Vern.   1956  MT02002 
913-15              Masonry Vern.  1963  MT02003 
914                        Frame Vern.   1956  MT02004 
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920-922                       Masonry Vern.  1953  MT02005 
 

SE CENTRAL AVENUE  (12) 
 
800                        Santa Monica   1968  MT02006 
803 (801)                     Frame Vern.   1935  MT02007 
809                       Frame Vern.   1935  MT02008 
815                       Frame Vern.   1962  MT02009 
816                       Frame Vern.   1950  MT02010 
820                       Frame Vern.   1950  MT02011 
822                       Frame Vern.   1950  MT02012 
825                       Frame Vern.   1950  MT02013 
826                       Frame Vern.   1950  MT02014 
832                       Frame Vern.   1955  MT02015 
835                       Frame Vern.   1957  MT02016 
 
SE CHURCH STREET (17) 
 
401                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT02017 
409                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT02018 
415 (demolished)      MT0224 
417   Frame Vern.    1939  MT0225 
500-504                      Masonry Vern.   1963  MT02019 
501             Med. Rev.   1939  MT0219 
512-516                      Masonry Vern.   1963  MT02020 
513-517                      Masonry Vern.   1963  MT02021 
608-612                      Masonry Vern.   1963  MT02022 
609  (611)                   Masonry Vern.   1963  MT02023 
624   Med. Rev.   1926  MT0223 
700                        Masonry Vern.  1963  MT02024 
700-704                       Frame Vern.   1963  MT02025 
708                        Masonry Vern.  1963  MT02026 
710                        Masonry Vern.  1963  MT02027 
720                        Masonry Vern.  1958  MT02028 
 
SE EAST AVENUE (14) 
 
704                        Frame Vern.   1944  MT02029 
712-714                       Masonry Vern.  1960  MT02030 
716                        Frame Vern.   1950  MT02031 
725                        Frame Vern.   1957  MT02032 
800                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT02033 
805                        Frame Vern.   1954  MT02034 
817                        Frame Vern.   1960  MT02035 
900                        St. Paul AME   1961  MT02036 
909                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT02037 

Page 40 of 46



912   Frame Vern.   1926  MT0220 
913-915                       Masonry Vern.  1966  MT02038 
916   Frame Vern.   1926  MT0221 
917                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT02039 
920                        Frame Vern.   1955  MT02040 
 
SE FLORIDA STREET (4) 
 
505                        Love Temple Church.  1955  MT02041 
508                        Masonry Vern.  1972  MT02042 
510                        Masonry Vern.  1960  MT02043 
609-611                       Frame Vern.   1967  MT02044 
 
SE LAKE STREET (16) 
 
 
328                        Frame Vern.  c. 1930  MT01560 
336                        Frame Vern.  c. 1957  MT02045 
345                        Frame Vern.  c. 1962  MT02046 
404                        Frame Vern.  c. 1930  MT02047 
406##1                        Frame Vern.  c. 1930  MT02048 
406#2                        Frame Vern.  c. 1930  MT0 
410                        Frame Vern.  c. 1938  MT02049 
413                        Frame Vern.  c. 1968  MT02050 
414-416                       Frame Vern.  c. 1961  MT02051 
429                        Frame Vern.  c. 1930  MT02052 
433                        Frame Vern.  c. 1926  MT02053 
505                        Frame Vern.  c. 1966  MT02054 
509                        Frame Vern.  c. 1966  MT02055 
510                        Frame Vern.  c. 1964  MT02056 
701                        Masonry Vern.  1958  MT02057 
704                        Masonry Vern.  1958  MT02058 
 
SE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR BLVD. (10) 
 
300                        Frame Vern.  c. 1935  MT01561  
304   Frame Vern.  1913   MT01562.                      
320   Masonry Vern. 1961  MT02059         
322   Frame Vern  1961  MT02060         
334   Frame Vern  1961  MT02061        
336   Frame Vern  1961  MT02062                       
342 (344)  Frame Vern.  1930  MT0218          
432   Frame Vern.  1925  MT02063              
438   Frame Vern.  c. 1920  MT02064                 
502   Frame Vern.  1915  MT02065           
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SE NASSAU AVENUE (17) 
 
800                        Ranch    1959  MT02066 
801                        Ranch    1957  MT02067 
810                        Santa Monica   1958  MT02068 
812                       Frame Vern.   1951  MT02069 
815                       Frame Vern.   1926  MT0226 
816                       Frame Vern.   1962  MT02070 
825                       Frame Vern.   1926  MT0227 
828                       Frame Vern.   1970  MT02071 
829                       Frame Vern.   1951  MT0228 
905                       Frame Vern.   1950  MT02072 
908                       Frame Vern.   1950  MT02073 
913                       Frame Vern.   1950  MT02074 
916                       Frame Vern.   1949  MT02075 
921                       Frame Vern.   1951  MT02077 
929                       Frame Vern.   1960  MT02078 
936                       Frame Vern.   1960  MT02079 
940                       Frame Vern.   1955  MT02080 
 
SE SPRUCE AVENUE (15) 
 
800-806                       Masonry Vern.  1963  MT02081 
808-814                       Masonry Vern.  1963  MT02082 
908                        Frame Vern.   1965  MT02083 
909                        Masonry Vern.  1965  MT02084 
912                        Masonry Vern.  1965  MT02085 
915                        Masonry Vern.  1964  MT02086 
917                        Masonry Vern.  1964  MT02087 
920                        Masonry Vern.  1965  MT02088 
925                        Frame Vern.   1962  MT02089 
927                        Masonry Vern.  1962  MT02090 
928                        Frame Vern.   1960  MT02091 
932                        Frame Vern.   1965  MT02092 
933                        Frame Vern.   1949  MT02093 
936                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT02094 
937                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT02095 
 
SE TARPON AVENUE (34) 
 
801                        Frame Vern.   1958  MT02096 
803                        Frame Vern.   1958  MT02097 
806                        Frame Vern.   1959  MT02098 
807                        Frame Vern.   1959  MT02099 
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808                        Frame Vern.   1959  MT02100 
810                        Frame Vern.   1950  MT02101 
814                        Frame Vern.   1956  MT02102 
817                        Frame Vern.   1960  MT02103 
818                     Frame Vern.   1953  MT0233 
820                        Frame Vern.   1949  MT02104 
821                     Frame Vern.   1953  MT0234 
823                       Frame Vern.   1945  MT02105 
824                       Frame Vern.   1945  MT02106 
827-829   Frame Vern.   1945  MT02107 
828                       Frame Vern.   1945  MT02108 
831                        Frame Vern.   1957  MT02109 
833                     Frame Vern.   1953  MT02110 
904-906                       Frame Vern.   1960  MT02111 
905                        Frame Vern.   1963  MT02112 
910                        Frame Vern.   1962  MT02113 
911                        Frame Vern.   1953  MT02114 
912                        Frame Vern.   1967  MT02115 
913                        Frame Vern.   1953  MT02116 
915                     Frame Vern.   1953  MT0231 
916                        Frame Vern.   1949  MT02117 
917                        Frame Vern.   1964    MT02118 
920                        Frame Vern.   1949  MT02119 
924                        Frame Vern.   1949  MT02120 
928                        Frame Vern.   1949  MT02121 
929                        Frame Vern.   1964  MT02122 
936                        Frame Vern.   1940  MT02123 
936                        Frame Vern.   1949  MT02124 
937                     Frame Vern.   1953  MT0230 
943 (941)                     Frame Vern.   1953  MT0229 
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EAST STUART SURVEY AREA MAP 

 

 

N:   SE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR BLVD 

S:    SE 10TH STREET 

E:   SE TARPON AVENUE 

W:  SE DIXIE HIGHWAY/FEC RAILWAY TRACKS 
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