
11/14/2022 SIRB

 

AGENDA 
  

STUART INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD 
NOVEMBER 14, 2022 

AT 9:00 AM 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

121 SW FLAGLER AVE. 
STUART, FLORIDA 34994 

  
BOARD MEMBERS 

  

Chair - Anita Cocoves 
Vice Chair - Pearlie B. Clarke 

Board Member - Diane "Dee" Gusch 
Board Member - Helen McBride 
Board Member - Kristin Stanley 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

  

Recording Secretary - Mary Kindel 
 

Agenda items are available on our website at http://www.cityofstuart.us  
Phone: (772) 288-5306. Fax: (772) 288-5305. E-mail: mkindel@ci.stuart.fl.us 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), anyone who needs a special accommodation to attend this meeting should 
contact the City's ADA coordinator at 772-288-5306 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting, excluding Saturday and Sunday.  

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he will need a record of 
the proceeding, and that for such purpose he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  

(RC) next to an item denotes there is a City Code requirement for a Roll Call vote.  
(QJ) next to an item denotes that it is a quasi-judicial matter or public hearing. 
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11/14/2022 SIRB

 

WHAT IS CIVILITY? Civility is caring about one's identity, needs and beliefs without degrading someone else's in the process. Civility is 
more than merely being polite. Civility requires staying ''present" even with those persons with whom we have deep-rooted and perhaps 
strong disagreements. It is about constantly being open to hear, learn, teach and change. It seeks common ground as a beginning point for 
dialogue. It is patience, grace, and strength of character. Civility is practiced in our City Hall.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: If a member of the public wishes to comment upon ANY subject matter, including quasi-judicial matters, please submit 
a Request to Speak form. These forms are available in the back of the Commission Chambers, and should be given to the City Clerk prior to 
introduction of the item number you would like to address.  

CONSENT CALENDAR: Those matters included under the Consent Calendar are self-explanatory, non-controversial, and are not expected 
to require review or discussion. All items will be enacted by one motion. If discussion on an item is desired by any City Commissioner that 
item may be removed by a City Commissioner from the Consent Calendar and considered separately. If an item is quasi-judicial it may be 
removed by a Commissioner or any member of the public from the Consent Calendar and considered separately.  

QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARINGS: Some of the matters on the Agenda may be "quasi-judicial" in nature. City Commissioners will disclose all 
ex-parte communications, and may be subject to voir dire by any interested party reg3rding those communications. All witnesses testifying 
will be "sworn" prior to their testimony. However, the public is permitted to comment without being sworn. Unsworn testimony will be given 
appropriate weight and credibility by the City Commission. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
  
ROLL CALL 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
 1. APPROVAL OF 04/18/2022 MINUTES 
      
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC (3 Minutes Max.) 
  
COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS (Non-Agenda Items) 
  
ACTION ITEMS 
  
 2. REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY MATTHEW GARCIA AGAINST OFFICER 

BRIGLIA 
 

      
 3. REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY KEONIA COATS AGAINST OFFICER 

SPUGNARDI 
      
STAFF UPDATE 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
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1  
CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
Stuart Independent Review Board 

 
Meeting Date: 11/14/2022 Prepared by: Susej Meleqi 
 
Title of Item: 
APPROVAL OF 04/18/2022 MINUTES 
 
Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request: 
APPROVAL OF 04/18/2022 MINUTES  
 
Funding Source: 
N/A 
 
Recommended Action: 
Approve minutes. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. 04182022 SIRB Minutes 
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4/18/2022 SIRB Page 1 of 2

MINUTES
STUART INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD

APRIL 18, 2022
AT 10:00 AM

COMMISSION CHAMBERS
121 SW FLAGLER AVE.

STUART, FLORIDA 34994
 

BOARD MEMBERS
 

Chair - Anita Cocoves
Vice Chair - Pearlie B. Clarke

Board Member - Diane "Dee" Gusch
Board Member - Helen McBride
Board Member - Kristin Stanley

ADMINISTRATIVE
 

Recording Secretary - Mary Kindel

ROLL CALL
 

10:03 AM

PRESENT: Anita Cocoves, Pearlie B. Clarke, Diane “Dee” Gusch, Helen McBride, Kristin 
Stanley. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 

 

1. APPROVAL OF 02/11/2022 SIRB MINUTES
   

MOTION:  Approve
MOVED BY: Helen McBride
SECONDED BY: Pearlie Clarke
Motion approved unanimously. 

  

COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS (Non-Agenda Items)
 

None.
 

HEARING
 

 

2. REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY DUANE BROWN AGAINST STUART 
POLICE DEPARTMENT
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4/18/2022 SIRB Page 2 of 2

Chief Tumminelli reviewed the background of the case with the board, providing historical 
data on discussions with the complainant.  He informed the board that Mr. Brown has 
been involved in shootings with active cases under investigation; there is currently a 
warrant out for his arrest.  He stated he has directed his staff to keep an eye on this 
suspect.  

The consensus of the board was not to view the video.

Board Member McBride shared an experience on Florida Avenue in which she almost hit a 
person on a bike due to no light on it.  

MOTION:  Approve the City Manager's decision.
MOVED BY: Kristin Stanley
SECONDED BY: Pearlie Clarke
Motion approved unanimously. 
   

  

3. REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY LISA QUEEN AGAINST OFFICER PECCI

   

Police Chief Tumminelli explained the altercation and provided information that the officer 
acted within the policies and procedures.  

City Manager Dyess noted that he went back and forth in this case and felt that the officer 
did perform his duty, while it wasn't a written statement, the officer did take a verbal 
statement.  Three videos are available.  The board clarified their determination and choose 
not to view the video.    

MOTION:  Approve the determination.
MOVED BY: Diane Gusch
SECONDED BY: Kristin Stanley
Motion approved unanimously. 

  

ADJOURNMENT
 

10:21 PM

 

______________________________                     ______________________________
Mary Kindel                                                  Anita Cocoves
City Clerk/Recording Secretary                  Chairperson
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2  
CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
Stuart Independent Review Board 

 
Meeting Date: 11/14/2022 Prepared by: Michelle Vicat 
 
Title of Item: 
REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY MATTHEW GARCIA AGAINST OFFICER BRIGLIA 
 
 
Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request: 
Please see the attached documentation for complete details. 
 
 
 
Funding Source: 
N/A 
 
Recommended Action: 
Motion to approve or disapprove recommendation of the City Manager. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Briglia 
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The employee originating this INOI must place the original in a sealed envelope 
or hand deliver to the appropriate Captain for further inquiry. 

Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police 
830 SE Martin L. King Blvd. Stuart, FL 34994 

  Telephone 772-287-1122 Proud  Fax 772-220-5986 DedicatedSelfless

Initial Notice of Inquiry (I.N.O.I.) 

To: Chief of Police                                                                 via:  

From:    Inquiry Date: Time: 
An inquiry has been made concerning (Employee): ID Number: 
Alleged Violation Date: Time: 
Alleged Policy Violation(s): 

The inquiry originated: 

Name of complainant: 
Address of complainant: 
Phone:  Sex: Race: Date of Birth: 

Setting forth the following circumstances (Attach Supplements if needed): 

Signature of person taking INOI Rank/Position ID Number Division 
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2022-00009218

5/5/2022 119 BRIGLIA16:31 Taken into Custody

983 NW FEDERAL HWY
STUART, FL

Adult GARCIA, MATTHEW J

345/14/1987 4410 PARNELL DR sarasota, FL 34232

5'9"White Male

843.02
RESISTING ARREST W/OUT VIOLENCE Completed101

Bond-$750.00
Charge-RAWOV F.S.S. 843.02
Court Date-06/02/2022
Victim-State of Florida

BUCHANAN, CHARLES 05/05/20225/5/2022119 BRIGLIA

SPD Arrest 2022-00009218 Page 1 OF 3
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To the Courts:  On 05/05/2022 at approximately 1630hrs 
I(Ofc. Briglia) was on foot at WaWa located at 983 SE 
Federal Hwy.  While inside the business I was approached 
by two subjects who stated that there was a group of 
individuals out on the picnic tables walking up to people and 
soliciting to fix their windshields and were making people feel 
uncomfortable at the gas pumps.  
I then went and approached the group of individuals and 
informed them that I was approached about them soliciting. A 
W/M later identified as the Def. immediately became agitated 
that I was speaking with them and identified himself as the 
boss.  I continued to speak with the Def. and he began 
claiming that I had no right to speak with him.  I informed him 
that I did and that there was no soliciting within the limits of 
the City of Stuart without a permit and that I had recieved 
complaints that him and the group were doing just that.  The 
Def. continued to argue with me about what they were doing 
there.  I requested that the Def. provide me with his 
identification as I was now going to trespass him from the 
business as we have authorization from the business to do 
so.  The Def. refused to provide me with any information 
besides "Matthew" and that he did not have an ID.  I again 
requested his identification and the Def. began to walk away 
from me.  At this point I informed the Def. that he was under 
arrest as he was hindering my investigation of the solicitation 
as well as the now trespass investigation.  The Def. initially 
began to pull away from me but then stopped and was able 
to be secured in handcuffs which were checked for tightness 
and double locked.  As I was escorting the Def. to my patrol 
vehicle he began yelling that I was a racist and that he wasn't 
going to jail.  I then conducted a search of the Def. and 
located his FL ID Card in a purse that he was wearing.  The 
Def. was then placed in the passenger compartment of my 
patrol vehicle and transported to the MC Jail for 
in-processing.

5/5/2022119 BRIGLIA

2022-00009218

BUCHANAN, CHARLES 05/05/2022

SPD Arrest 2022-00009218 Page 2 OF 3
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While enroute to the MC Jail the Def. continued with his 
behaviour calling me racist names and that he was going to 
find my daughters to "Fuck them because I was a racist and 
do not like black men or hispanics".  I continued to allow the 
Def. to speak all the way to the MC Jail where he continued 
on.  The Def. was then turned over to the booking deputies at 
the MC Jail for in-processing without incident.
The Def. did in fact commit the crime of RAWOV as he 
refused to identify himself and hindered my soliciting 
investigation as well as the trespass investigation that I was 
conducting and the Def. was placed under arrest for the 
charge of RAWOV and issued a trespass warning for the 
location.  The incident was recorded on my department 
issued body camera.

5/5/2022119 BRIGLIA

2022-00009218

BUCHANAN, CHARLES 05/05/2022

SPD Arrest 2022-00009218 Page 3 OF 3
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Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police 
830 SE Martin L. King Blvd. Stuart, FL 34994 

  Telephone 772-287-1122   Fax 772-220-5986 
 Proud     Selfless   Dedicated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: Chief Tumminelli via Chain 

 

From: LT. R. Shine 

 

Date: July13th, 2022 

 

Subject: Briglia CC 

 

 

 

    Synopsis: 

     

       I met with the complainant in the lobby of the police department and received the complaint form that was filled out about the incident. During the time the 

form was being completed. Mr. Garcia referred to having a video the incident on his phone. I asked him to provide me the video he was referring too. Mr. Garcia 

never produced any such video from his cell phone. I assigned the complaint to Officer Briglia immediate supervisor for follow-up. 

 
        Sgt Buchanan did a through job following-up on the complaint. On today’s date I received a phone call through dispatch form an individual that refused to 

give them much information, but he was requesting a follow-up on a complaint against an Officer and asking for Internal Affairs. I had dispatch put the call through 

to my cell phone, as I was in my patrol; vehicle driving around the city. 

 

        I answered the phone and found myself speaking with Mr. Garcia again. Mr. Garcia was asking why he had not heard back from anyone about his complaint 
that was filed.  I tried to inform Mr. Garcia that Sgt Buchanan had tried to call him several times to follow-up with him about the case. Mr. Garcia called me a liar 

and stated that he wanted to speck with my supervisor I told him my supervisors name and also my name and badge number again. Mr. Garcia ask what number he 

should call, and I told him the same number he just called to reach myself. Mr. Garcia proceeded to inform me that I was acting like a house Nigger and ended the 

conversation.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

       During my initial investigation, I was able to view the body cam footage and I did not see any wrongdoings from Ofc. Briglia in his course of interaction with 

Mr. Garcia with regards to his initial investigation and the arrest. Mr. Garcia did not complain of any past injury to his wrist only that the handcuffs were too tight. 

The video showed the placement of the handcuffs, and they appear to be on properly. Ofc. Briglia was investigating a complaint in reference to an ordinance 
violation that someone from Mr. Garcias’ group might or might not have committed. Ofc. Briglia was trying to determine if the complaints were valid. It was Mr. 

Garcia who escalated the situation by questioning Ofc. Briglia on his investigations. When Ofc. Briglia tried to explain what he was doing, it appeared Mr. Garcia 

was not listening and was too busy arguing, which led to his arrest for obstruction.  

 

Findings:  

 

I have reviewed the summary and I agree with the finding, that no further action needs to be taken. I found the complainant to be aggressive and non-

cooperative during the complaint process. He was not forth coming with any witnesses or video that he claimed to have of the incident. He also became 

racially aggressive with me during the complaint process.  

 

         Lieutenant Shine  
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Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police 
830 SE Martin L. King Blvd. Stuart, FL 34994 

  Telephone 772-287-1122   Fax 772-220-5986 
 Proud     Selfless   Dedicated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: Chief Tumminelli via Chain 

 

From: Sgt. Charles Buchanan 

 

Date: June 23, 2022 

 

Subject: Briglia CC 

 

 

 

    Synopsis: 

     

       On 5/5//2022 Ofc. Briglia arrived at Wawa located at 953 SE Federal Highway in reference to acquire a drink. While there he was informed by 

customers that a group of individuals that were currently sitting at the tables outside had been soliciting them in the parking lot. One of these customers 

advised Ofc. Briglia that these individuals were walking around his vehicle looking at it and became aggressive towards him when he told them he was not 

interested in what they were trying to sell him. These complaints came from citizens and not from the business itself. The individuals that approached 

Ofc. Briglia were not identified and did not give him any personal information.  

 

      Ofc. Briglia contacted the individuals and apparently the first one he talked to claimed to be the boss of the group, Matthew Garcia. Based on the body 

cam video Ofc. Briglia. Mr. Garcia became instantly defensive towards Ofc. Briglia when he was questioned regarding the solicitation that was reported 

to him. Ofc. Briglia continued to advise Mr. Garcia that he and his group of employees needed a permit to solicit within the city limits. After a couple of 

minutes past Ofc. Briglia asked Mr. Garcia if he had any identification on him so he could add it to the report he was going to do based on the citizen 

complaint he received. Mr. Garcia advised Ofc. Briglia that he did not have his identification on him. When Ofc. Briglia asked Mr. Garcia his name all he 

would provide was his first name of Matt. Up to this point Ofc. Briglia remained calm and was not disrespectful towards Mr. Garcia or the other people 

that might have been involved. When Mr. Garcia refused to give Ofc. Briglia his information in full is when Ofc. Briglia advised Mr. Garcia that his 

investigation had evolved into a trespass investigation, as we do have trespass authorization from Wawa. Mr. Garcia was told he needed to provide his 

information now or he would go to jail for obstruction of his trespass investigation. Mr. Garcia still refused to provide his full name and wanted to 

continue to argue with Ofc. Briglia. Mr. Garcia began to walk away from Ofc. Briglia.  At that point Ofc. Briglia placed Mr. Garcia under arrest. Mr. 

Garcia did not put up a struggle and did not complain of any bad wrists or any past injuries that would cause discomfort while being arrested.  Mr. 

Garcia during his ride to jail and at the jail continued to throw insults and profanity towards Ofc. Briglia up to threatening his family members with 

sexual content. Mr. Garcia did ask for a supervisor when he got to the jail. Ofc. Briglia assumed since Sgt. Buchanan was on scene of the arrest that it 

sufficed as already having a supervisor on scene. Mr. Garcia did not ask for a supervisor on scene. He asked for one while enroute to the jail and when 

they arrived. Ofc. Briglia did not call for an on-duty supervisor to respond.   

 

      On 6/21/2022 I attempted to contact Mr. Garcia but I received no answer at the number he left, and his voicemail was not set up to take messages.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

       During my investigation, based on the body cam footage I did not see any wrongdoings from Ofc. Briglia in his course of interaction with Mr. Garcia 

with regards to his initial investigation and the arrest. Mr. Garcia did not complain of any past injury to his wrist only that the handcuffs were too tight. 

The video showed the placement of the handcuffs, and they appear to be on properly. Ofc. Briglia was investigating a complaint in reference to an 

ordinance violation that someone from Mr. Garcias’ group might or might not have committed. Ofc. Briglia was trying to determine if the complaints 

were valid. It was Mr. Garcia who escalated the situation by questioning Ofc. Briglia on his investigations. When Ofc. Briglia tried to explain what he was 

doing but it appeared Mr. Garcia was not listening and was too busy arguing, which led to his arrest for obstruction.  

 

Findings:  

 

        I found the complaint by Mr. Garcia as Unfounded and recommend no further investigation or formal disciplinary actions towards Ofc. Briglia in 

reference to the citizen complaint.  I do, however, recommend verbal counseling in reference to finding alternative means of communication to avoid 

situations like this one in the future. Also, having the on-duty supervisor respond when requested by anyone at any time.  
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I have reviewed the summary and I agree with the finding, that no further action needs to be taken. I found the complainant to be aggressive and non-

cooperative during the complaint process. He was not forth coming with any witnesses or video that he claimed to have of the incident.  

 

         Lieutenant Shine  
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CITY OF STUART 
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  STUART INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD 

FROM:  DAVID DYESS, CITY MANAGER 
SUBJECT: COMPLAINT OF MATTHEW GARCIA ABOUT OFFICER GARCIA 
DATE:  10/21/2022       
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Members of the Board: 
 
Attached to this memorandum is the complaint initiated by Matthew Garcia along with the investigative 
information as a result of the complaint. 
 
Mr. Garcia filed a complaint stating that Officer Briglia made false statements and wrongfully arrested him. Mr. 
Garcia also believes that a previous injury to his wrist was reinjured during the arrest due to the handcuffs.  
 
Unfortunately, by the time the audio comes on the body camera we miss the statements being made by Mr. 
Garcia. The defining moment of this situation was when Mr. Garcia decided to walk away. In his written 
complaint he states that he was walking away to pay for his coffee, but on the video, he talks about being in line 
inside the store. It would also be retail theft if he had left the store without paying for the coffee. Mr. Garcia 
also states in his complaint that Ofc. Briglia saw three black guys and a woman then jumped out of his car, 
rather than getting a complaint inside the store. However, on the video he states Ofc. Briglia was inside the store 
with him before this ever happened. Mr. Garcia does not complain about the handcuffs until he is at the jail, 
which is where they would be getting removed anyway.  
 
I’m not sure why Mr. Garcia became so defense when Ofc. Briglia began asking them about soliciting store 
patrons. The entire thing could have been avoided if he would have cooperated and said they would leave. Some 
de-escalation techniques to calm the conversation could have been attempted. 
 
I have reviewed the file and agree with Chief Tumminelli’s findings. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
DAVID DYESS 
 
cc: Matthew Garcia 4410 Parnell Dr. Sarasota Fl 34232 
 Ofc. Briglia 
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3  
CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
Stuart Independent Review Board 

 
Meeting Date: 11/14/2022 Prepared by: Michelle Vicat 
 
Title of Item: 
REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY KEONIA COATS AGAINST OFFICER SPUGNARDI 
 
Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request: 
Please see the attached documentation for complete details.  
 
Funding Source: 
N/A 
 
Recommended Action: 
Motion to approve or disapprove recommendation of the City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Spugnardi 
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Print Stuart Police Department
External Inquiry Report

Incident Details
Date Received Date of Occurrence Time of Occurrence

09/18/2022 09/17/2022 18:05

Record ID Number Case Report Event No

227 2022-00018850 2022-00024

Date/Time Entered Entered By

09/18/2022 22:38 Officer Tyler Bovee - 152

Stuart Police Blue Team Assigned Investigator IAPro Assigned Investigator

Sergeant Brian Bossio - 142 Un-assigned

Incident Summary
I received a call from dispatch who told me that a female, Keonia Coats was in the police department lobby 
and wished to file a report against another female and an officer. I met with Coats in the lobby of the police 
department and she explained to me that she was arrested for battery against another female, Shakira Davis-
Gordon earlier in the day from a disturbance call in front of 810 SE Spruce Ave. Coats told me her side of the 
events that occurred at the original call for service and explained that she did not understand why she was 
arrested. Coats was provided a witness statement form so she could explain the events that occurred in 
writing. Coats told me that she wanted to file a formal complaint against Officer Spugnardi because she 
claimed that Officer Spugnardi lied in his arrest affidavit by making untruthful statements of events that did 
not occur. I attempted to explain to Coats that even though she was originally released from the scene, 
Officer Spugnardi and I were shown video footage from the altercation which showed Coats throw rocks and 
dirt at Davis-Gordon. This video footage gave Officer Spugnardi probable cause to arrest Coats for battery. 
Coats still wished to file a formal complaint against Officer Spugnardi and was provided a citizen complaint 
form (see attached). 


  Within the citizen complaint form, Coats did not explain nor mention that Officer Spugnardi lied in his arrest 
affidavit. Coats claimed that even though she wished to pursue charges against Davis-Gordon, Officer 
Spugnardi told her that "the situation is being dropped and that I could leave the scene." This portion of the 
complaint is not correct and Officer Spugnardi explained to Coats that he was not going to make an arrest on 
the incident and that it was his discretion of whether to make an arrest or not.


  Within the complaint form, Coats explains that she returned home and was arrested by Officer Spugnardi. 
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Coats then wrote that, "In the cop car the officer stated that the only reason I'm being arrested is because S. 
Davis filed a report on him and showed footage of me throwing dirt." I reviewed Officer Spugnardi's body 
camera video from this portion of the complaint and found that Officer Spugnardi did not state this and 
explained to Coats how the video was introduced to the incident. At no point did he tell Coats that she was 
arrested because. S. Davis filed a complaint against him. The statement that the video footage showed 
Coats throwing dirt at S. Davis is accurate information and Coats admitted that she did this. Officer 
Spugnardi provided S. Davis with an Axon Capture link for the cell phone video. This video has not been 
uploaded yet, however, I will go to S. Davis' residence to ensure that it is uploaded properly. 


  Coats wrote that the statement Officer Spugnardi put in his arrest affidavit that the dirt found on Davis' 
elbow and back did not add up to her statement nor the video footage. I reviewed the video footage and the 
content of Officer Spugnardi's arrest affidavit reflected the video footage from the scene. 


  Coats also wrote that Officer Spugnardi failed to take photos of Coats' injuries that she sustained during the 
incident. Officer Spugnardi questioned her about the injuries while in his patrol car at the Martin County Jail, 
outside of the sally port. Officer Spugnardi asks Coats if she had any marks from the altercation and she told 
him, "no". Upon entering the sally port, Officer Spugnardi examines Coats' right shoulder, however, no marks 
are visible. Officer Spugnardi deactivates his camera after this in accordance with Captain Ortado's directive 
of not recording via body camera within the Martin County Jail property. While speaking with Coats at the 
police department, Coats explained to me that she had a "welt" on her right calf and scratches on her inner 
thigh. I had Coats show me where the welt was and did not see any injury, discoloration, or any form of 
abrasion to this area. Coats showed me her the inside of her left knee and I observed a fresh approximate 
half inch long portion of broken/agitated skin. I documented this with my body camera. 


  Coats' final complaint within the form was that she was persuaded to not press charges after Officer 
Spugnardi told her the situation was over. At no point did Officer Spugnardi persuade her to not press 
charges for the incident and during the initial incident, he explained that he was not going to make an arrest. 


  Based on my findings, I believe this complaint is frivolous on it's face and the complaints Coats made 
against Officer Spugnardi within the citizen complaint form are inaccurate after reviewing the body camera 
footage from Officer Spugnardi during the initial incident, the contact with S. Davis at the police department, 
and the arrest/transport of Coats for the battery that occurred. I spoke to Officer Spugnardi about the 
incident and we talked about different ways to explain legal processes and procedures to citizens on scenes 
similar to this. 


  I do not recommend any discipline for this incident. The citizen complaint form and copy of Officer 
Spugnardi's arrest affidavit were attached to this incident. A hard copy of both forms were placed in Acting 
Lieutenant Bossio's box for review.


Incident Location
Addresses
Latitude, Longitude = [27.19235, -80.24359]
810 East Spruce Avenue, Stuart, FL, 34994
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Zone 2

- Location of Occurrence: Roadway

Reporting/Involved Citizen
Keonia Shaquina Coats
Date of Birth: 11/07/1992   
Race: Black   
Ethnicity: Non-Hispanic   
Gender: Female


Addresses
901 Southeast Bahama Avenue, Stuart, FL, 34994

Phone Numbers
(772) 444-5605

(772) 666-0667

Role: Complainant


Charges Against Citizen
• Misdemeanor - Person


Involved Employees
Officer Timothy Spugnardi - 176
Assignment at time of incident: Officer Patrol/Night Shift
Video Footage: Issued - Activated - Effective

Role: Primary Officer


Page 32 of 70



Policy Outcome: Not yet entered


Linked Allegations

• Dishonesty
- Unfounded
- 10/03/2022


Officer Tyler Bovee - 152
Assignment at time of incident: Officer Patrol/Night Shift
Video Footage: Issued - Activated - Effective

Role: Supervisor

Policy Outcome: Not yet entered


Tasks
No tasks to show

Running Sheet Entries
No running sheet entries to show

Attachments
Date
Attached

Attachment Description Attachment
Types

09/18/2022 Spugnardi Affidavit page 2 jpg

09/20/2022 Off Bovee Statements from mom and sister at PD 9/17/22 19:50 hours

09/20/2022 Citizen video of incident

09/20/2022 Officer Bovee BWC of arrest of Keona Coats

09/20/2022 Spugnardi meeting with victim- obtains additional video/evidence

09/20/2022 Off Bovee taking statements from Keona Coats mother and sister 9/17/22
20:16 hours
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09/20/2022 Off Bovee taking statement from Coats 9/18/22 0145 hours

09/18/2022 Spugnardi Affidavit page 3 jpg

09/18/2022 Spugnardi Complaint Form page 2 jpg

09/30/2022 Interview of Coats

09/20/2022 Dacey Video

09/20/2022 Spugnardi original response to fight call

09/30/2022 Spugnardi SR Review docx

09/18/2022 Spugnardi Complaint Form page 1 jpg

09/20/2022 Officer Bovee response to original call

09/18/2022 Spugnardi Affidavit page 1 jpg

09/21/2022 Shakicia Warrena and Ada Smith witness statements pdf

10/07/2022 Spugnardi CC-1 docx

09/20/2022 Arrest of Keonia Coats

10/06/2022 Spectrum Security Video exe

09/21/2022 Spugnardi Case Report pdf

09/21/2022 Bovee Supplement pdf

Assignment History
Date/Time
Sent

From To Activity

09/19/2022
09:08

Chief J
Tumminelli


Sergeant Brian
Bossio

Assigned from IAPro folder to Bossio, Brian Sergeant
[142 / 142]

09/19/2022
09:09

Chief J
Tumminelli


Field status changed in IAPro from In chain to Released

09/19/2022
09:09

Chief J
Tumminelli


Released back to IAPro

09/19/2022
09:11

Chief J
Tumminelli


Field status changed in IAPro from Released to Field
assigned

09/19/2022
09:11

Chief J
Tumminelli


Sergeant Brian
Bossio

IAPro assigned
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10/14/2022
09:51

Chief J
Tumminelli


Field status changed in IAPro from Completed - in
holding bin to Released

Chain of Command History
Routing Number: 1

From
Officer Tyler Bovee

To
Sergeant Brian Bossio

Cc:

Date/Time Sent
09/18/2022 23:41

Instructions From [
Officer Tyler Bovee
] To [
Sergeant Brian Bossio
]

Good evening sir, 

 

  This is a citizen complaint against Officer Spugnardi for your review. Hard copies of the complaint form 
and the arrest affidavit were placed in your box. They were also electronically attached to this incident. If 
you have any questions or need anything further from me, please let me know. 


- Tyler

Comments/Response From [
Sergeant Brian Bossio
]

Routing was NOT handled in BlueTeam.  The incident was forwarded into IAPro by IAPro user Chief Joseph 
Tumminelli

Routing Number: 2

From
Chief Joseph Tumminelli

To
Sergeant Brian Bossio

Cc: Lieutenant Richard Shine


Date/Time Sent
09/19/2022 09:11

Instructions From [
Chief Joseph Tumminelli
] To [
Sergeant Brian Bossio
]

Supervisor Review

Comments/Response From [
Sergeant Brian Bossio
]

I have forwarded the summary and Investigation form to A/Captain Shine.  All relevant documents and 
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videos have been attached to Blue Team under this incident. 


Thank you,

Routing Number: 3

From
Sergeant Brian Bossio

To
Lieutenant Richard Shine

Cc:

Date/Time Sent
10/07/2022 10:49

Instructions From [
Sergeant Brian Bossio
] To [
Lieutenant Richard Shine
]

I have completed this Supervisor Review. Please see documents that I left in your mailbox.


Thank you 

Comments/Response From [
Lieutenant Richard Shine
]

Review of the file complete

Routing Number: 4

From
Lieutenant Richard Shine

To
Chief Joseph Tumminelli

Cc:

Date/Time Sent
10/07/2022 12:33

Instructions From [
Lieutenant Richard Shine
] To [
Chief Joseph Tumminelli
]

Review of the file complete and on your desk

Comments/Response From [
Chief Joseph Tumminelli
]

Completion notes: Agree with findings by Sgt Bossio. 


Unfounded


Chief Tumminelli 10/14/2022
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Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police 
830 SE Martin L. King Blvd. Stuart, FL 34994 

  Telephone 772-287-1122   Fax 772-220-5986 
 Proud     Selfless   Dedicated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: Chief Tumminelli via Chain 

 

From: LT. R. Shine 

 

Date: October 7, 2022 

 

Subject: Spugnardi CC -2022-00024 

 

 

 

    Synopsis: 

     

       I reviewed the complaint that was alleged by Ms. Coat’s in reference to the incident that was handled by Officer Spugnardi. After reading the investigation 

report summited by Sgt Bossio, I retrieved the flash drive from Officer Leedham that contained the footage of the incident from Spectrum High School. It should 

be noted that Ms. Koats alleged that this footage would show that she was battered with a stick during the altercation.  

 
       The footage shows Coats, and Davis face off against each other with the hands up as they were about to fight each other on Spruce Ave. People in the 

community got between the two and separated them before any punches were thrown. The footage also shows a female that I recognize as one of Coats family 

members come on scene and charge at Davis during the incident. The members of the community were able to step in between her and Davis also before any 

punches were thrown. Davis can be seen going into her residence and coming out with a kid’s skateboard on wheels in her hand. The women continued arguing 

with each other at that point. You can see in the video that Davis put the skateboard down on the sidewalk and never approached Coats with it in her hand. Davis 
never reaches for the item again during the rest of the incident. 

 

 

 

Findings: 

 

 

     I have reviewed the summary that was submit by Sgt Bossio and I agree with the findings, that no further action needs to be taken. I found the complainant to be 

the aggressor during the incident. Coats had multiple opportunities to walk away from the Davis residence on Spruce Ave. Instead, she tried to continue the 

altercation and also had other family members show up on scene and attempt to get involve by going after Davis. At no time in the video did I she Davis hitting 
Coats with a stick or any other object as she claimed. The Video does however show Coats picking up either dirt or a rock off the ground and throwing it at Davis.  

 

 

 

          Respectfully Submitted 
            Lt Richard Shine 
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We are S.P.D! 

  
  STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT 

  

Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police 
830 SE Martin L. King Blvd. Stuart, FL 34994 

  Telephone 772-287-1122   Fax 772-220-5986 
 Proud     Selfless   Dedicated 

 

 

M EM OR AN D U M  

 

 

To:  Officer Timothy Spugnardi 

 

From:  Joseph Tumminelli  

  Chief of Police      

 

Date:  October 4, 2022 

 

Subject: Notice of Supervisory Review 2022-00024 

 

 
This memo is to serve as your notification that a Supervisory Review has been initiated against you.   

The investigation has been assigned to Sergeant Brian Bossio. 

 

Complainant: Keonia Coats 

 

Allegation:  Dishonesty  

 

Nature of Complaint:  On 09/18/2022 the complainant, Keonia Coats, filed a citizen’s complaint 

against you, alleging that you gave false information in an arrest affidavit that you completed for her 

arrest.  

 

You can be assured that we will conduct a conscientious, objective investigation as quickly as 

possible.  
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CITY OF STUART 
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  STUART INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD 

FROM:  DAVID DYESS, CITY MANAGER 
SUBJECT: COMPLAINT OF KEONIA COATS ABOUT OFFICER SPUGNARDI 
DATE:  10/21/2022 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Members of the Board: 
 
Attached to this memorandum is the complaint initiated by Keonia Coats along with the investigative 
information as a result of the complaint. 
 
Ms. Coats filed a complaint stating that Officer Spugnardi violated her rights by wrongfully arresting her.  
 
After watching the videos, I can see where the officer would not have had immediate probable cause for an 
arrest until the video surfaced of the sand throwing. I don’t see where Ofc. Spugnardi did anything wrong in this 
case.    
 
I have reviewed the file and agree with Chief Tumminelli’s findings. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
DAVID DYESS 
 
cc: Keonia Coats 901 SE Bahama Ave Stuart Fl 34994 
 Ofc. Spugnardi 
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	Text1: Via Chain of Command
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	Text17: On 6/2/2022, Matthew Garcia stopped by the Police Department lobby ,after going by the Sheriff's Office, to file a complaint against Officer Briglia.

Garcia stated that he wanted to write out a complaint against Officer Briglia, because he was falsely arrested and detained illegally because he tried to walk away from an investigation. Garcia stated that Officer Briglia approached me and my employees and asked for ID. I told him I did not have an ID. The Officer said if you don't show me your ID your going to jail. I asked for what and he said for obstructing my investigation. I asked what investigation and he told me that I had to give him my ID. I went to walk away to pay for my coffee and was put into handcuffs. I was sent to jail were the Officers and Sheriffs were trying to convince everyone that I peed my pants and I have to go in the shower.


I let them know I have a screw in my wrist to leave the cuffs loose, he said he did not care and made them tighter. I took an x-ray and he re-cracked my wrist bone. I went to WAWA and they said I was never trespassed and no-one called or stopped him to report anything. He seen three black guys and women and jumped out of his car for no reason. 


F. Members shall not make untruthful statements of any kind in a verbal or written report to any superior officer, or knowingly make an untruthful statement before any court or to any authorized government official, or willful omission of any material fact which should be included in any official report. No member shall knowingly falsify any official report or enter or cause to be entered any inaccurate, false, or improper information on records of the
department.

Recommend Supervisor review 
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Chief Tumminelli 6/3/2022


