City of Stuart _

AGENDA

STUART INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD
FEBRUARY 28, 2024
AT 11:00 AM
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
121 SW FLAGLER AVE.
STUART, FLORIDA 34994

BOARD MEMBERS

Chair - Anita Cocoves
Vice Chair - Pearlie B. Clarke
Board Member - Diane "Dee" Gusch
Board Member - Helen McBride
Board Member - Kristin Stanley

ADMINISTRATIVE
Recording Secretary - Mary Kindel

Agenda items are available on our website at http://www.cityofstuart.us
Phone: (772) 288-5306. Fax: (772) 288-5305. E-mail: mkindel@ci.stuart.fl.us

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), anyone who needs a special accommodation to attend this meeting should
contact the City's ADA coordinator at 772-288-5306 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting, excluding Saturday and Sunday.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he will need a record of
the proceeding, and that for such purpose he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes

the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

(RC) next to an item denotes there is a City Code requirement for a Roll Call vote.
(QJ) next to an item denotes that it is a quasi-judicial matter or public hearing.

2/28/2024 SIRB
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CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
1. ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER OATHS

2, ANNUAL BOARD REORGANIZATION - SELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3. APPROVAL OF 12/14/2022 SIRB MINUTES

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC (Non-Agenda Related) (3 Minutes Max.)
COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS (Non-Agenda Items)
ACTION ITEMS

4, REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY SUZIE HETHERINGTON AGAINST OFFICER
HEITFELD

5. REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY LAVERN MULLINGS AGAINST OFFICER LEE

STAFF UPDATE
ADJOURNMENT

WHAT IS CIVILITY? Civility is caring about one's identity, needs and beliefs without degrading someone else's in the process. Civility is
more than merely being polite. Civility requires staying "present” even with those persons with whom we have deep-rooted and perhaps
strong disagreements. It is about constantly being open to hear, learn, teach and change. It seeks common ground as a beginning point for
dialogue. It is patience, grace, and strength of character. Civility is practiced in our City Hall.

PUBLIC COMMENT: If a member of the public wishes to comment upon ANY subject matter, including quasi-judicial matters, please submit
a Request to Speak form. These forms are available in the back of the Commission Chambers, and should be given to the City Clerk prior to
introduction of the item number you would like to address.

CONSENT CALENDAR: Those matters included under the Consent Calendar are self-explanatory, non-controversial, and are not expected
to require review or discussion. All items will be enacted by one motion. If discussion on an item is desired by any City Commissioner that
item may be removed by a City Commissioner from the Consent Calendar and considered separately. If an item is quasi-judicial it may be
removed by a Commissioner or any member of the public from the Consent Calendar and considered separately.

QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARINGS: Some of the matters on the Agenda may be "quasi-judicial" in nature. City Commissioners will disclose all
ex-parte communications, and may be subject to voir dire by any interested party regarding those communications. All witnesses testifying
will be "sworn" prior to their testimony. However, the public is permitted to comment without being sworn. Unsworn testimony will be given
appropriate weight and credibility by the City Commission.

2/28/2024 SIRB
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CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST
Stuart Independent Review Board

Meeting Date: 2/28/2024 Prepared by: Susej Meleqi
Title of Item:

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER OATHS

Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request:

SIRB Board Members serving the City of Stuart will take an Oath before the City Clerk/City Attorney for
public record.

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommended Action:
Board members take the Oath.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Board Member Oath_ SIRB

Page 3 of 69



YUART.
OQ @%OQ?DRATEO /ffo

WS 'CIT;»

A\

2\ ;
% =
% &
Q‘PITAL 0\‘“\

CITY OF STUART
Oath of Office

l, , am qualified under the Constitution, Laws of Florida,

and the Code of Ordinances for the City of Stuart, Florida to serve as a member of the
STUART INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD and that | will well and faithfully perform the

duties of an advisory board member on which | am about to enter, so help me God.

Name

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF MARTIN

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me by means of physical presence

or online notarization ___, this 28t day of February 2024, , who

is personally known to me or who has produced Florida driver license as identification.

Deputy City Clerk
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CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST
Stuart Independent Review Board

Meeting Date: 2/28/2024 Prepared by: Susej Meleqi
Title of Item:

ANNUAL BOARD REORGANIZATION - SELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR

Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request:

Per Code of Ordinances, Chapter 2, Division 2 Sec. 2-99(b) at the first meeting of the year, the SIRB
must elect a Chair and Vice Chair to serve for a term of one year.

The current Chair is Anita Cocoves and current Vice-Chair is Pearlie Clark.

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommended Action:
Board elects a Chair and Vice Chair.

ATTACHMENTS:
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CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST
Stuart Independent Review Board

Meeting Date: 2/28/2024 Prepared by: Mary Kindel
Title of Item:

APPROVAL OF 12/14/2022 SIRB MINUTES

Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request:
N/A

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommended Action:
Approve Minutes.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 12142022 SIRB Minutes
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MINUTES
STUART INDEPENDENT REVIEW BOARD
DECEMBER 14, 2022
AT 10:00 AM
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
121 SW FLAGLER AVE.
STUART, FLORIDA 34994

BOARD MEMBERS

Chair - Anita Cocoves
Vice Chair - Pearlie B. Clarke
Board Member - Diane "Dee" Gusch
Board Member - Helen McBride
Board Member - Kristin Stanley

ADMINISTRATIVE
Recording Secretary - Mary Kindel

CALL TO ORDER
10:00 AM

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Kristin Stanley, Helen McBride, Pearlie Clarke
ABSENT: Diane Gusch, Anita Cocoves

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

10:03 AM MOTION: Approve.
MOVED BY: Helen McBride
SECONDED BY: Kristin Stanley
Motion approved unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. APPROVAL OF 04/18/2022 MINUTES

10:03 AM MOTION: Approve.
MOVED BY: Helen McBride
SECONDED BY: Kristin Stanley
Motion approved unanimously.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC (3 Minutes Max.)

None.

12/14/2022 SIRB

Page 1 of 3
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COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS (Non-Agenda ltems)

None.

ACTION ITEMS

2. REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY MATTHEW GARCIA AGAINST OFFICER
BRIGLIA

Police Chief Joseph Tumminelli provided the board members with a description of the
incident.

Board members had a brief discussion about the complaint.

10:14 AM MOTION: Approve; Agree with recommendation.
MOVED BY: Kristin Stanley

SECONDED BY: Helen McBride

Motion approved unanimously.

3. REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY KEONIA COATS AGAINST OFFICER
SPUGNARDI

Chief Tumminelli provided the board members with a description of the incident.

10:19 AM MOTION: Approve; Agree with recommendation.
MOVED BY: Kristin Stanley

SECONDED BY: Helen McBride

Motion approved unanimously.

STAFF UPDATE

Attorney Michael Mortell spoke on the Advisory Board appreciation boat ride and stated what
we are looking to do in the new year with the boards.

Chief Tumminelli questioned if the SIRB could be held on a quarterly basis.

Attorney Mortell responded and gave information on what the SIRB is meant for and the
procedures.

Discussion amongst Board Members, Attorney, and Chief.

ADJOURNMENT
10:42 AM

Mary Kindel
City Clerk/Recording Secretary

12/14/2022 SIRB Page 2 of 2
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CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST
Stuart Independent Review Board

Meeting Date: 2/28/2024 Prepared by: Michelle Vicat
Title of Item:

REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY SUZIE HETHERINGTON AGAINST OFFICER HEITFELD

Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request:

This matter arose over a dispute that occurred on private property commonly referred to as the "common
area" of a condominium association. In summary, the resident submitted a written complaint claiming that
Officer Heitfeld told her that she was trespassing because she was taking photos of another resident's
property. When she disputed the trespassing assessment, Officer Heitfeld hung up on her. She further
stated that the officer threatened her with jail time if she were to trespass again within one year.

The City of Stuart established the board to create a mechanism for the public to see the outcome of the
investigations that are initiated in response to written public complaints. The purpose is to ensure
transparency and accountability. This oversight mechanism aims to guarantee that the outcomes of
investigations into alleged misconduct are accessible to all stakeholders, fostering trust and confidence in
the city's law enforcement agency as well as any other department where a written complaint has been
received. The SIRB is not responsible for deciding the level of discipline. It should not substitute its
recommendation for that of the supervisor. Rather, it should decide if it finds the decision appropriate
under the circumstances. In addition, the Board must limit its recommendation to the information
available at the time of the discipline.

After completing his investigation, Offier Heitfeld's supervisor found that Officer Heitfeld inappropriately
hung up on the telephone on Ms. Hetherington complainent. He also determined that the location was a
common area and not subject to a trespass warning. Accordingly, the supervisor recommended a shift-
level letter of counseling and appraisal notes be placed in his personnel file to document the complaint.
As part of the counseling, the supervisor reprimanded Officer Heitfeld for acting unprofessionally by
hanging up on a citizen, regardless of the tone of the conversation. Officer Heitfeld was also counseled
related to conducting a complete and thorough investigation before jumping to any legal conclusions. It
was determined that a complete investigation would have revealed that the citizen was a member of the
board of the condominium association acting in her official capacity and was on common area property.
Therefore, there was no basis for a trespass warning.

The City Manager agreed with the discipline and noted that Officer Heitfeld was attempting to de-escalate
a dispute between homeowners to avoid the potential of a physical confrontation. However, there is no
time that it would be appropriate to hang up on a citizen. Further, the supervisor was correct that it is
important to perform a thorough investigation before making any comments or reaching any conclusions.

Officer Heitfeld recognized the error. The investigative process caused Officer Heitfeld to reflect on the
situation and learn from the counseling.

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommended Action:
Motion to approve the recommendation of the City Manager.

Page 9 of 69



ATTACHMENTS:
1. Heitfeld SIRB
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT

B
A7
=% Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police /
” 830 SE Martin L. King Blvd. Stuart, FL 34994 (A4 S p D
Telephone 772-287-1122  Fax 772-220-5986

CITIZEN COMPLAINT FOR INTERNAL INVESTIGATION

Selfless ¢« Proud ¢ Dedicate

The Stuart Police Department will investigate any citizen complaint brought against its personnel. To establish a
legitimate complaint and to initiate an internal investigation, this form must be signed and sworn to.

Complainant Name: _ Sizie & Hedheringion

Address: A se Aster Lane -Unit oo Spark €L 34954

Phone Number: 1172-214- L b5

Email: Spziebh € putloohh - com

Employee(s) Name(s): Chnristopher Heitleld

Nature of Complaint: Cnli e dhwr thregtened me F ﬁeéld’i%\m« ong \mlhmﬁ it

T wiere 10 set fock an UDIF 1903 5 wihihis commen DraDerEu I\/ot nniu (345 he
Do nfbfe»%mhai yhut be also hing gp on me: when I asied ‘hiin 4he Caze &

See atnshed my defmifd a/mm/dznt a5 well 45 PoRe COP vislahion qgainst. Beda)

Bhrasteen ) 2151 5 Fater Ln Unit 1903, styart FL 34959.
| agree to fully cooperate with the Stuart Police Department by giving sworn testimony, if requested, as to the full and

complete details of the event leading to this action. | will produce all witnesses to this event known to me. If | fail to
follow through with an interview, or do not cooperate with the investigator by giving sworn testimony, | understand that
this complaint will be deemed to have been withdrawn by me. In that event, | will expect that no action will be taken
against the employee(s).

Should an investigator need to schedule an interview with me, | am most easily contacted at:

Phone number shown above [JOther phone number:
E‘l{mail shown above 1 Other email:
[ Other:
I Suzie B //61"'/’)6/’117?7'7)7\-) , do hereby swear or affirm that the factual allegation{s) made by

me above in this complaint are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and based upon fact.
,éu,w Ve f/i.ﬁwbcm,t,md

Complainant Signature

In Martin County, Florida; sworn or affirmed and subscribed before me by means of Dphysical presence or Clonline

notarization, this ZS day of AU‘).{S 4 20 by Sotk H&\»Nf ']c\ who is I personally
known to me ORMproduced =0 S XS;‘,@ Ly e g as id tlflca
eV Topiil A gt iy p¥e
e Toa G Shoers OD
Noftary Public or Officer Signature Print, Typ€, or Stamp Name of Notary Public or Officer
rev. Dec 20:20
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COMPLAINT AGAINST POLICE OFFICER, CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD
BY: SUZIE B HETHERINGTON 30t ﬁ //f,v%eza,mﬁ")

RE: THREAT OF TRESPASSING AND JAIL TIME

PHONE CALL RECEIVED FROM POLICE OFFICER, CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD 8-14-23

CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD, POLICE OFFICER CALLED ME ON 8-14-23, TELLING ME | WAS TRESPASSING ON
THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 3101 SE ASTER LANE UNIT 1903, STUART FL 34994, AND | TOLD HIM THIS IS
COMMON PROPERTY AND | AM THE PRESIDENT OF THIS BLDG (19). | ASSUMED THE OWNER OF 1903,
BECKY ). SHASTEEN, SENT HIM PHOTOS FROM HER FRONT DOOR CAMERA BEAUSE | WAS THERE AT LUNCH
TAKING 2 PHOTOS ON 8-14-23. THE REASON | WENT TO UNIT 1903 AND TOOK 2 PHOTOS IS BECAUSE SHE
IS IN VIOLATION OF THE POA AND COA AND | WAS GOING TO SEND THE PHOTOS TO THE POA PROPERTY
MANAGER THAT SAME DAY. THE POLICE OFFICER INSISTED IT WAS NOT COMMON PROPERTY AND THAT |
WAS TRESPASSING AND IF | WERE TO TRESPASS AGAIN WITHIN ONE YEAR, | WOULD GO TO JAIL. HE THEN
ASKED ME PERSONAL INFORMATION EG., BIRTH DATE, ADDRESS ETC., AND | TOLD HIM | WAS NOT GOING
TO GIVE HIM ANY OF MY PERSONAL INFORMATION AND HE TOLD ME | HAD TO BY LAW. | REFUSED AND
ASKED HIM FOR THE REFERENCE AND/OR CASE#, SO | COULD GET THE REPORT AND HE TOLD ME HE WAS
NOT GOING TO GIVE ME THE CASE# AND HUNG UP ON ME. THAT POLICE OFFICER THREATENED ME WITH
JAIL TIME AND | DON’T TAKE THOSE THREATS LIGHTLY.

AFTER THAT PHONE CALL, | CALLED THE STUART POLICE TO SPEAK WITH A SUPERVISOR. | SPOKE WITH
BRYAN BOSSIO, SERGENT AND HE TOLD ME HE SPOKE WITH THE OFFICER, CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD, AND
THERE WOULD BE NO TRESPASS WARNING ISSUE SINCE IT IS COMMON PROPERTY BEING A
CONDOMINIUM. HE ALSO TOLD ME HE WOULD LISTEN TO THE CONVERSATION IF IT WAS TAPED.

HE GAVE ME THE CASE# 2023-00022709
RECORDS PHONE NUMBER 772-287-1122 / STUART POLICE

| REQUESTED THE FOLOWING REPORTS FROM THE RECORDS DEPT:

1- POLICE REPORT (RECEIVED)
2- TAPED CONVERSATION (RECEIVED)
3- ANY COMPLAINTS ON OFFICER CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD IN THE LAST 12 YEARS HE HAS BEEN AT

THE STUAR POLICE ... BRYAN BOSSIO TOLD ME CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD HAD BEEN WITH THE
STUART POLICE FOR 12 YEARS ... (RECEIVED)

4- FULL TAPED CONVERSATION (RECEIVED)

TAPED CONVERSATION VIDEOS (PARTIAL THEN FULL VIDEQ)

| WATCHED THE PARTIAL VIDEO AND BECKY J. SHASTEEN WAS IN THE ROOM AND WHAT | SAID ABOVE
WAS CORRECT. THE POLICE OFFICER, CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD, WAS UNPROFESSIONAL AND IT SEEMS TO

1]of2
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ME HE TOOK HIS AUTHORITY A BIT TOO FAR. TELLING ME | HAVE TO GIVE NOTICE AND BE INVITED TO
TAKE A PHOTO OF HER UNAUTHORIZED PATIO, TELLING ME | AM GOING TO BE TRESPASSED FROM HER
PROPERTY, TELLING ME | CAN NOT STEP FOOT ON THAT PROPERTY, TELLING ME | HAD TO GIVE HIM MY
BIRTH DATE AND ADDRESS BY LAW, AND THREATENING ME WITH JAIL TIME IF | WERE TO GO BACK TO
UNIT 1903 WITHIN A YEAR AND HUNG UP ON ME WHEN | ASKED FOR THE CASE# - HE 1S OUT OF LINE!

THE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN BECAUSE BECKY IS IN VIOLATION OF THE POA AND COA. SEE ATTACHED
NOTICES TO HER FROM THE POA AND COA.

JUST RECEIVED THE FULL VIDEO BODY CAM 8-22-23 AND BECKY J. SHASTEEN MADE A FALSE REPORT
ABOUT ME POCKING HER AND SHE SAID SHE ASKED ME TO STOP TOUCHING HER — ARE YOU KIDDING ME?
NOT ONLY | HAVE NEVER TOUCHED HER NOR WOULD | EVEN ATTEMPT TO DO SO, SHE IS TWICE MY SIZE,
SHE WOULD HAVE ME ON THE GROUND IN 2-MIN; | ACTUALLY THOUGHT THAT WAS FUNNY BUT
MALICIOUS ON HER PART. AT THE END OF THE VIDEO, POLICE OFFICER CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD STATES HE
IS ON HIS WAY TO TRESPASS ME. HE HAS NOT EVEN SEEN THE SET UP OF THE CONDOMINIUM AND SHE
STARTED THE CONVERSATION TELLING HIM IT WAS COMMON PROPERTY. | DID CALL THE POLICE AFTER
HIS CALL AND SPOKE WITH HIS SUPERVISOR, BRYAN BOSSIO, | GUESS HE WENT TO SPEAK WITH HIM,
WHICH PREVENTED HIM FROM COMING TO MY HOME AND TRESPASS ME. THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN
INTERESTING SINCE | WAS NOT IN THE WRONG, BUT HE WAS.

ATTACHMENTS

POA COURTESY NOTICE TO BECKY J. SHASTEEN, UNIT 1903
COA VIOLATION NOTICE TO BECKY J. SHASTEEN, UNIT 1903

MY COMPLAINT AGAINST POLICE OFFICER CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD

IN MY OPINION, POLICE OFFICER, CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD, FELT COMFORTABLE TO THREATHEN ME
BECAUSE HE IS A POLICE OFFICER AND THAT TYPE OF CONDUCT FROM A POLICE OFFICER SHOULD NOT BE
TOLERATED. HE THREATHENED ME WITH TRESPASSING THEN JAIL TIME IF | WERE TO GO BACK TO UNIT
1903 WITHIN A YEAR WHEN HE WAS IN THE WRONG SINCE | WAS NOT TRESPASSING BEING COMMON
PROPERTY IN A CONDOMINIUM. FURTHERMORE, | AM THE CONDOMINIUM PRESIDENT OF THAT BLDG
#19 AND MANAGE THAT BLDG ALONG WITH THREE MORE BLDGS FOR FREE. | DO NOT NEED HER
PERMISSION OR TO GIVE NOTICE TO TAKE A PHOTO OF HER UNAUTHORIZED PATIO.

MY WISH IS FOR SOMETHING LIKE THIS TO NOT HAPPEN TO ANOTHER PERSON AGAIN DEALING WITH THIS
OFFICER, CHRISTOPHER HEITFELD.

THE POLICE DEPT. NEEDS TO RE-EVALUATE HIS POSITION, PERHAPS HE SHOULD NOT BE DEALING WITH
THE PUBLIC. | DON'T WISH FOR HIM TO LOSE HIS JOB, BUT HE IS DEFINITELY NOT IN THE RIGHT POSITION
AT THE STUART POLICE. IF YOU KEEP HIM IN THAT POSITION, YOU RISK LAWSUITS. IN GENERAL, PEOPLE
DO NOT LIKE TO BE THREATENED BY A POLICE OFFICER, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE IS IN THE WRONG.

| HOPE YOU WILL TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION RE-EVALUATING THIS POLICE OFFICER AND ASSIGN HIM TO
A POSITION WHERE HE DOES NOT HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE PUBLIC.

2|0f2

Page 13 of 69



INDIAN PINES CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION 10-17-18-19
PO Box 3176
Stuart FL 34995

VIOLATION NOTICE

Via Email & U.S. Regular & Certified Mail

August 16, 2023

Becky J. Shasteen
3101 SE Aster Lane Unit 1903
Stuart FL 34994

RE: Unit 1903 — Unauthorized Installation of Artificial Grass & Furniture on Common Property

On 6/29/23, | sent you an email stating that you are required to request approval from the POA
for the artificial grass and furniture that you installed on the common property in front of your
unit. You failed to comply with this.

On 8/14/23, | took photos of your patio with furniture on the artificial grass, and you called the
police of Stuart on me for trespassing, when this is common area, thus not applicable to

trespassing.

Not only your front patio is a viotation of the POA, but also the COA. Furthermore, | advised you
of my concern about having sand, artificial grass, and the weight of all the furniture and bicycles
that would hide any water leaks, if a water pipe was to break or crack underneath it all. That
could tead to major water damage or perhaps structural damage. Additionally, your unauthorized
modification and use of this common property could impact the drainage around the bhuilding.

The COA is hereby giving you until 9/15/23 to rectify this situation, that means removing the
artificial grass and furniture from the common property and replacing the grounds back to the
original state in which they were prior to this una uthorized use. If you fail to comply by that date,
you leave the COA no choice but to move forward with the imposition of a fine of $100.00 a day
up to an aggregate of $1,000.00. Additionally, the COA will contact the COA’s Attorney to seek
legal action against you and you may be held responsible for paying the COA’s attorney’s fees.

We appreciate your quick attention to this matter.

Respectfully, -
s 8. %zmwgfm)

Suzie B Hetherington
President/COA 10-17-18-19
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INDIAN PINES PROPERTY ASSOCIATION, INC.
10 SE Central Parkway. Suite 400
Stuart, FL. 34994
Phone:(772) 600-8900 Fax:(772) 266-9801

COURTESY NOTICE

August 15, 2023

BECKY J. SHASTEEN

3101 SE ASTER LANE Unit 1903

Stuart, FL 34994

Reference: 3101 SE ASTER LANE Unit: 1903, Stuart, FL. 34994

Dear BECKY J. SHASTEEN,

Community Associations, like the one in which you live, have the
responsibility of maintaining harmony within the community and protecting the property Values A recent
matter has found that a certain condition does not meet the standards set forth in the Declaration of
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions and/or Rules and Regulations for your Association. Specifically,
the following have been found to be out of compliance: Common Areas

No apartment owner is allowed to modify the appearance of any portion of the exterior to the
apartment building and to the front common area of their home.

We’re sure that this was just an oversight, and because of that, the Board hereby respectfully requests that
you immediately correct the condition(s) upon receipt of this notice. If you do not feel that you are in
non-compliance of the above-cited provisions and this letter has been sent in error, please contact Coastal
Property Management Community Support team by logging into your owner portal at portal.cpmfl.com.
Click on the My Items page and comment on the Non-compliance item.

Please remember that this letter is being sent as a courtesy notice. We appreciate your cooperation in
correcting this matter as quickly as possible. Thank you for your cooperation, and for doing your part to
keep the community a beautiful place to live.

Sincerely,

INDIAN PINES PROPERTY ASSOCIATION, INC.
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Page 2 Unit 1903 — Unauthorized Installation of Artificial Grass & Furniture on Common Property

References:
COA Declaration of Condominium 5.8.(2) / Common Element by Apartment Owner

POA R&R #3

Basically states “No apartment owner shall change the appearance of the exterior of the
apartment building and to the front common area of their unit.”

Photos of Common Area of Front of Unit 1903

(Taken 8-14-23)
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL

INCIDENT FIELD SUPPLEMENT weoene 2023-00022709

RCIDENT TYPE TOCATDR
E Neighbor Trouble INDIAN PINES
E INCDENT DATEITIRE DISFATCH DATE/TIME ARRVED DATE/TME g.lr?} ASREI.A:),S4.5E9§ LN, 1903
W (08/14/2023 13:45 (08/14/2023 14:35 | 08/14/2023 14:49 ’

SUBJECT JACKET/ROLE NAME (LAST, FRST, NODLE SUFFIX)

Adult Complainant SHASTEEN, BECKY JEAN
}~ [DOB AGE 'ADORESS (STREET, CTTY, STATE, 2P)
ﬁ 01/28/1970 53 3101 SE ASTER LN, STUART, FL, 34997
o [ SEX HEGHT WEGHT RAR EVE
2 | White Female 56"

DL NUWBER/STATE PRIARY PHONE EMAL

$235070705280 / FL

SUBJECT JACKETROLE NAME (LAST, FRST, NDDLE SUFFX)

Adult Trespassed HETHERINGTON, SUZIE BILODEAU
= [coE AGE ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZP)
& | 05117/1965 58 3111 SE ASTER LN, STUART, FL, 34997
a RACE SEX HEIGHT WEGHT | |HAR EVE
2 | White Female 5'5"

DL KUWBER'STATE PRMARY PHONE ENAL

H365782656770 / FL (772)214-6665

VERICLE ROLE
i [VEHYR  [TYREMAKEMODEL STYLE
o
E |PCATE TSTATE VN TOP COLOR "[80TTOM COLOR
>

RDDTOHAL DESCRIFTIVE INFORIEATION

INCIDENT - SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE

On Monday, August 14, 2023, | was dispatched to the main lobby of the police department about

a neighbor's problem.

| made contact with the complainant, who was identified as Becky Jean Shasteen. Shasteen
reported being harassed by a female named Suzie Bilodeau Hetherington. Shasteen reported
Hetherington is the building's elected board member president. Shasteen stated Hetherington is
harassing her after she reported a neighbor with multiple pets in the past. Shasteen had questions

about issuing a trespassing warning for Hetherington.

Shasteen showed me security footage from today, and | determined Hetherington stayed on

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS, VEHICLES AND NARRATIVE MAY BE PRINTED ON FOLLOWING PAGES

REPORTING OFFICER

145 Heitfeld

DATE REVIEWED BY

08/14/2023 Bossio, Brian

08/18/2023

SFD Incident Report 2023-00022709 Page 1 OF 2
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL

INCIDENT FIELD SUPPLEMENT

weoen: 2023-00022709

INCIDENT TYPE

LOCATON

[
=,
'g INCDENT DATENTHIE DISFATCH DATE/INE ARRVED DATEITIE g.lr(u A%EI.A%SSE LN
Wi8/14/2023 13:45 |8/14/2023 16:02 | 8/14/2023 16:02 ’

SUBJECT JACKET/ROLE NAME (LAST, FRST, MCDLE SUFFIX)

Adult Other Gore, Jonathan

- [ooB AGE ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, 2P)
8 10 SE CENTRAL PKWY, STUART, 34994
B RALCE SEX HEIGHT WEGHT HAR EYE
=2
7]

DL NUMBER/STATE PRIMARY PHONE EMAIL

(561)762-7363

SUBJECT JACKET/ROLE MANE (LAST, FIRST, MDDLE SUFFIX)
~ [ooB AGE ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZP)
Q
w
n [Fece SEX HEIGHT WEIGHT  [RAR EVE
@

DL KUMBERISTATE FRMARY PHONE ENAIL

VEHICLE ROLE
w [ TYPEAMAKENODEL STYiE
3]
E FLATE / STATE N [TOF COLOR SOTTOM COLOR
>

ADDITIONAL DESCRIFTIVE INFORMATION

INCIDENT - SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE

On August 15, | made contact with Becky Shaheen in reference to the call.

| went to Shaheen's residence at 3101 SE Aster Lane Building 19. Shaheen showed me the
property in question. | observed there was fake grass in the front of Shaheen's residence. There
was lawn furniture on the grass and it appeared like a patio-type area that Shaheen installed.

| advise Shaheen that it appeared to me that the are in question was a common area and that we
could not legally trespass anyone who belonged to the HOA from accessing the area. | further told
Shaheen that the reason the president of the HOA was taking photos was a legitimate reason, to
document HOA violations.

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS, VEHICLES AND NARRATIVE MAY BE PRINTED ON FOLLOWING PAGES

REFDRTHG OFFICER

142 Bossio

DATE REVEWED BY

8/14/2023

Shine, Richard

08/16/2023
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SPD Incident Report 2023-00022709

(Narrative Continued)

I went to Coastal Property Management and spoke to Property Manager Jonathan Gore. Gore was
familiar with the issue, and he confirmed to me that the property is a common area.

I called Becky Shaheen and advised her of the information that | obtained from Gore.

My time was recorded on my department issued body worn camera.

SPD Incident Report 2023-00022709 Page 2 OF 2
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SPD Incident Report 2023-00022709

(Narrative Continued)

common property and did not enter private property. Hetherington was not issued a trespass warning.

SPD incident Report 2023-00022709 Page 2 OF 2
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1/22/24, 2:33 PM

Incident Details

Date Received

Entered By

Date/Time of Occurrence
Date/Time Entered
Record ID Number
Case Report

Event No

Stuart Police Blue Team

Assigned Investigator

IAPro Assigned Investigator

Incident Summary

Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team

Stuart Police Department
External Inquiry Report

08/28/2023

Sergeant Brian Bossio -
142

08/14/2023 13:45
08/28/2023 07:02
785
2023-00022709
2023-00032

Sergeant Brian Bossio -
142

Un-assigned

Incident Location

Location of Occurrence Residence

830 Southeast Martin Luther King Jr Boulevard
Stuart, FL, 34994
-80.23987, 27.19279

(7]

- b Balboa L‘;reenwa;r Aug
imith= Tumer Park Mart
SE Martin Luther King Blvd
9 SE 8th 5t
SE Lake 5t

IE o SE Lake 5t
rectrum Academy & il
£ SE 9th St Comm
E e Christiar

~ - iy

2 w o & Mapbox € OpenStresta

On Monday, August 28, 2023 at 0600 hours, when | reported for duty, | found a citizen complaint for internal
investigation form Suzie Hetherington. Ms. Hetherington's complaint stems from a call for service that Officer
Heitfeld responded to at the Stuart Police Department. During this call, complainant Becky Shasteen
wanted to report that Hetherington was walking on her property located 3101 SE Aster Lane, Unit 1903, and
taking photos of property located directly in front of her unit. Shasteen felt that her privacy was being
violated and she wanted Hetherington trespassed from this area of the property. Shasteen had installed a
patio-like area using artificial grass and furniture. Hetherington, who is the HOA president, accessed the
front of the property and took photos of the patio, for the purpose of documenting the violation of HOA rules.

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D
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1/22/24, 2:33 PM Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team

After obtaining the information from Shasteen, Officer Heitfeld made contact with Hetherington via
telephone. During the conversation with Hetherington, Officer Hetifeld advised her to not go back on the
property or she will be arrested for trespass after warning. During this phone call, Hetherington felt that

Officer Heitfeld was rude and was mistaken that the area that she had accessed was common property, and

he could not legally trespass her. During the phone conversation, Hetherington alleges that Officer Heitfeld
was unprofessional and hung up on her after she asked for a case number.

After the phone call, | was contacted by Hetherington. During the call, she advised that Officer Heitfeld was

mistaken, and the property is common property, and that she was upset because she felt the Heitfeld was
rude to her. | advised Hetherington that | will look into the situation and get back with her.

| spoke to Officer Heitfeld and he told me that he was going to bring Hetherington a trespass warning.
Officer Hetifeld also told me that Hetherington was difficult on the phone and that he had hung up on her. |
discussed with Officer Heitfeld the validity of the trespass warning as | believed the property in question to
be common property. | told Officer Heitfeld to not issue the warning as | was going to look into the issue
further.

| went to Shasteen's property and looked at the area in question. | still believed the area to be common
property. | went to the Property Manager's office and confirmed the area to be common property. | advised
Shasteen and Hetherington of my findings and Stuart Police will not conduct any further investigation
regarding this issue.

Agree with findings of a Shift Letter of Counseling for Officer Heitfeld.
Tumminelli 093
11/1/23

Reporting/Involved Citizen

Becky Shasteen

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D
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1/22/24, 2:33 PM

Date of Birth
Race
Role

Address

Email

Suzie Hetherington

Date of Birth
Race
Role

Address

Email

Involved Employees

01/28/1970
White
Witness

3101 Southeast Aster
Lane
Stuart, FL, 34994

05/17/1965
White
Complainant

3111 Southeast Aster
Lane
Stuart, FL, 34994

Sergeant Brian Bossio - 142

Assignment attime  Sergeant Patrol/Day Shift

of incident
Video Footage Issued - Activated - Effective
Policy Outcome Not yet entered

Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team

Gender

Ethnicity

Phone Numbers

Gender

Ethnicity

Phone Numbers

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D

Female

Non-Hispanic

[None Entered]

Female

Non-Hispanic

(772) 214-6665
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1/22/24, 2:33 PM

Role

Height

Weight

Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team

Supervisor

Officer Christopher Heitfeld - 145

Assignment attime  Officer Patrol/Day Shift

of incident
Video Footage
Policy Outcome
Role

Height

Weight

Linked Allegations

Attachments
Date Attached
08/28/2023
08/28/2023
08/28/2023
08/28/2023
08/28/2023

08/28/2023

Issued - Activated - Effective
Not yet entered

Primary Officer

Discourtesy ( Sustained - 11/01/2023 )

Attachment Description

Hetherington Citizen Complaint

Heitfeld IR-1

Heitfeld IR Page 2

Officer Heitfeld/ Hetherington phone call 8/14/23 14:50 hours
Bossio IR-page2

Bossio IR-1

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D

Attachment Type
pdf
pdf

pdf

pdf

pdf
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1/22/24, 2:33 PM Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team

Date Attached Attachment Description Attachment Type

08/28/2023 Bossio/Hetherington phone call 8/23/23 08:36 hours —
10/18/2023 Heitfeld SR FINAL 2023 pdf
08/28/2023 Bossio at Shaheen Property 8/15 13:04 hours —

08/28/2023 Heitfeld/ Shasteen Initial contact- 8/14/23 14:36 hours —

Assignment History

Captain D Ortado

09/29/2023 _ | |

12:36 Field status changed in IAPro from In chain to Released
09/29/2023 ;ar;tain D srtt)adok .

12:36 eleased back to ro

09/29/2023 Céptain D Ortado | - |
12:36 Field status changed in IAPro from Released to Pipeline assigned
09/29/2023 ‘;?ptali_n D Oﬂafio ;

12:36 ipeline assigne

10/04/2023 Chief J Tumminelli | |

11:34 Assigned from |IAPro folder to Bossio, Brian Sergeant [142 / 142]
10/04/2023 Chief J Tumtninelli

11:36 IAPro assigned as part of IAPro re-route

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D Page 25 oPB9



1/22/24, 2:33 PM

10/04/2023
11:36

10/04/2023
11:37

10/04/2023
11:37

10/30/2023
08:34

10/30/2023
08:34

10/30/2023
08:34

11/01/2023
09:03

11/17/2023
12:19

11/17/2023
12:19

ROROR0R02020202020

Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team
Chief J Tumminelli

Field status changed in IAPro from Pipeline assigned to Released

Chief J Tumminelli

Field status changed in IAPro from Released to Pipeline assigned

Chief J Tumminelli

Pipeline assigned

Captain D Ortado
Field status changed in IAPro from Completed - in holding bin to Released

Captain D Ortado
Field status changed in IAPro from Released to Pipeline assigned

Captain D Ortado
Pipeline assigned

Chief J Tumminelli
Field status changed in IAPro from Pipeline assigned to Released

Captain D Ortado
Field status changed in IAPro from Released to Pipeline assigned

Captain D Ortado
Pipeline assigned

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D
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1/22/24, 2:33 PM Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team

11/29/2023 C?ptain D Ortado . . . .
08:37 Field status changed in IAPro from Completed - in holding bin to Released

Chain of Command History

08/28/2023 i:_rg(;aant Brian Bossio » Lieutenant Michael Gerwan
08:39 erwan
Please see attached citizen complaint against Officer Hetifeld. | am sending this
to you due to LT. Shine being on vacation.
Thank you
08/31/2023 Lieutenant Michael Gerwan .
14:14 Forwarded to the correct Lieutenant.
' MG110
08/31/2023 Lieutenant Michael Gerwan >.> Lieuten.ant Richard Sh.ine ( Captain Derek Ortado )
1414 Please see the complaint against Ofc. Heitfeld.
09/19/2023 Lieutenant Richard S.hine . .
[Forwarded by Lieutenant Richard Shine]
08:40
09/19/2023 Li'eutenant'l-'\.’ichard Shine ». Ca.ptain Derek Ortado
signed citizen complaint in my que from August.
08:40
09/29/2023 Captain Derek Ortado . - |
XX XX Routing was NOT handled in BlueTeam. The incident was forwarded into IAPro

by IAPro user Captain Derek Ortado

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D
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1/22/24, 2:33 PM

09/29/2023
12:36

10/04/2023
11:36

10/04/2023
11:36

10/04/2023
11:37

10/18/2023
10:08

10/30/2023
08:34

11/01/2023
09:03

OO—O-O00O0—<00

Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team
[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Derek Ortado » [Snapshot Title Unavailable] Joseph Tumminelli
Recommend assign to Sgt. Bossio to review.

[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Joseph Tumminelli

Incident assignment and routing were closed out by IAPro user Chief Joseph
Tumminelli and the incident was re-assigned and re-routed to Sergeant Brian
Bossio [142/142]

[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Joseph Tumminelli » [Snapshot Title Unavailable] Brian Bossio
Supervisor Review Assigned to Bossio.

[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Joseph Tumminelli » [Snapshot Title Unavailable] Brian Bossio (
[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Flamur Zenelovic [Snapshot Title Unavailable] Michael Gerwan
[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Derek Ortado )

SR for Bossio, memo will be sufficient
[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Brian Bossio
Completion notes: Please see Supervisor Review final report.

Thank you

[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Derek Ortado » [Snapshot Title Unavailable] Joseph Tumminelli
Recommend Approval of findings. Forwarded for review.

[Snapshot Title Unavailable] Joseph Tumminelli
Routing was NOT completed in BlueTeam. The incident was moved into IAPro
by IAPro user Chief Joseph Tumminelli

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D

Page 28 oP9



1/22/24, 2:33 PM Printable Report | Stuart Police Blue Team
Snapshot Title Unavailable] Derek Ortado » [Snapshot Title Unavailable] Brian Bossio

11/17/2023 [Snapshot Title ] Der [Snap ]

12:19 Final discipline for you to issue.

Please click "Mark Complete" once you are done with this memo.

11/21/2023 [Snapshot .Title Unavailable] Brian Bossio .
09:27 Completion notes: LOC completed and will be served today.
Thank you

https://iapro.ci.stuart.fl.us:8092/printableReportWithUserToken?token=HXXaTMXjeEpl40QJsCXuCIOK52M%3D Page 29 oPB9



1/22/24, 2:35 PM IAPro NextGen

BlueTeam chain routings

Aug 28, 2023 08:39: Sent from Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] to Gerwan, Michael J Lieutenant [110/110]
Instructions:
LT Gerwan
Please see attached citizen complaint against Officer Hetifeld. I am sending this to you due to LT. Shine being on vacation.
Thank you
Reviewed by Lieutenant Michael J Gerwan [110/110] on Aug 31, 2023 at 14:14
Decision:
Reviewer comment:
Forwarded to the correct Lieutenant.
MG110
Aug 31, 2023 14:14: Sent from Lieutenant Michael J Gerwan [110/110] to Shine, Richard Lieutenant [111/111]
Instructions:
Please see the complaint against Ofc. Heitfeld.
Reviewed by Lieutenant Richard Shine [111/111] on Sep 19, 2023 at 08:40
Decision:
Reviewer comment:
[Forwarded by Lieutenant Richard Shine]
CC(s) of this routing were sent to the following:
Captain Derek Ortado [118/118]
Sep 19, 2023 08:40: Sent from Lieutenant Richard Shine [111/111] to Ortado, Derek Captain [118/118]

Instructions:

https://iaproprod-cistuartflus.msappproxy.net/#appUser/blueteam Page 30 of' B9



1/22/24, 2:35 PM IAPro NextGen
signed citizen complaint in my que from August.

Reviewed by Captain Derek Ortado [118/118] on Sep 29, 2023 at
Decision: N/A
Reviewer comment:

Routing was NOT handled in BlueTeam. The incident was forwarded into IAPro by IAPro user Captain Derek Ortado

Sep 29, 2023 12:36: Sent from Captain Derek Ortado [118/118] to Tumminelli, Joseph Chief [093/093]
Instructions:
Recommend assign to Sgt. Bossio to review.
Reviewed by Chief Joseph Tumminelli [093/093] on Oct 04, 2023 at 11:36
Decision:
Reviewer comment:
Incident assignment and routing were closed out by IAPro user Chief Joseph Tumminelli and the incident was re-assigned and re-routed to Sergeant Brian
Bossio [142/142]
Oct 04, 2023 11:36: Sent from Chief Joseph Tumminelli [093/093] to Bossio, Brian Sergeant [142/142]
Instructions:
Supervisor Review Assigned to Bossio.
Reviewed by Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] on Oct 04, 2023 at
Decision:
Oct 04, 2023 11:37: Sent from Chief Joseph Tumminelli [093/093] to Bossio, Brian Sergeant [142/142]
Instructions:
SR for Bossio, memo will be sufficient
Reviewed by Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] on Oct 18, 2023 at 10:08

Decision:

https://iaproprod-cistuartflus.msappproxy.net/#appUser/blueteam Page 31 ok#B9



1/22/24, 2:35 PM IAPro NextGen

Reviewer comment:
Completion notes: Please see Supervisor Review final report.
Thank you
CC(s) of this routing were sent to the following:
Captain Derek Ortado [118/118]
Captain Flamur Zenelovic [083/083]
Lieutenant Michael J Gerwan [110/110]
Oct 30, 2023 08:34: Sent from Captain Derek Ortado [118/118] to Tumminelli, Joseph Chief [093/093]
Instructions:
Recommend Approval of findings. Forwarded for review.
Reviewed by Chief Joseph Tumminelli [093/093] on Nov 01, 2023 at 09:03
Decision: N/A
Reviewer comment:

Routing was NOT completed in BlueTeam. The incident was moved into IAPro by IAPro user Chief Joseph Tumminelli

Nov 17, 2023 12:19: Sent from Captain Derek Ortado [118/118] to Bossio, Brian Sergeant [142/142]
Instructions:
Final discipline for you to issue.
Please click "Mark Complete" once you are done with this memo.
Reviewed by Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] on Nov 21, 2023 at 09:27
Decision:
Reviewer comment:

Completion notes: LOC completed and will be served today.

https://iaproprod-cistuartflus.msappproxy.net/#appUser/blueteam Page 32 ofB9



1/22/24, 2:35 PM IAPro NextGen
Thank you

https://iaproprod-cistuartflus.msappproxy.net/#appUser/blueteam Page 33 of‘é9



STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL

INCIDENT FIELD SUPPLEMENT weoene 2023-00022709

RCIDENT TYPE TOCATDR
E Neighbor Trouble INDIAN PINES
E INCDENT DATEITIRE DISFATCH DATE/TIME ARRVED DATE/TME g.lr?} ASREI.A:),S4.5E9§ LN, 1903
W (08/14/2023 13:45 (08/14/2023 14:35 | 08/14/2023 14:49 ’

SUBJECT JACKET/ROLE NAME (LAST, FRST, NODLE SUFFIX)

Adult Complainant SHASTEEN, BECKY JEAN
}~ [DOB AGE 'ADORESS (STREET, CTTY, STATE, 2P)
ﬁ 01/28/1970 53 3101 SE ASTER LN, STUART, FL, 34997
o [ SEX HEGHT WEGHT RAR EVE
2 | White Female 56"

DL NUWBER/STATE PRIARY PHONE EMAL

$235070705280 / FL

SUBJECT JACKETROLE NAME (LAST, FRST, NDDLE SUFFX)

Adult Trespassed HETHERINGTON, SUZIE BILODEAU
= [coE AGE ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZP)
& | 05117/1965 58 3111 SE ASTER LN, STUART, FL, 34997
a RACE SEX HEIGHT WEGHT | |HAR EVE
2 | White Female 5'5"

DL KUWBER'STATE PRMARY PHONE ENAL

H365782656770 / FL (772)214-6665

VERICLE ROLE
i [VEHYR  [TYREMAKEMODEL STYLE
o
E |PCATE TSTATE VN TOP COLOR "[80TTOM COLOR
>

RDDTOHAL DESCRIFTIVE INFORIEATION

INCIDENT - SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE

On Monday, August 14, 2023, | was dispatched to the main lobby of the police department about

a neighbor's problem.

| made contact with the complainant, who was identified as Becky Jean Shasteen. Shasteen
reported being harassed by a female named Suzie Bilodeau Hetherington. Shasteen reported
Hetherington is the building's elected board member president. Shasteen stated Hetherington is
harassing her after she reported a neighbor with multiple pets in the past. Shasteen had questions

about issuing a trespassing warning for Hetherington.

Shasteen showed me security footage from today, and | determined Hetherington stayed on

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS, VEHICLES AND NARRATIVE MAY BE PRINTED ON FOLLOWING PAGES

REPORTING OFFICER

145 Heitfeld

DATE REVIEWED BY

08/14/2023 Bossio, Brian

08/18/2023

SFD Incident Report 2023-00022709 Page 1 OF 2
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL

INCIDENT FIELD SUPPLEMENT

weoen: 2023-00022709

INCIDENT TYPE

LOCATON

[
=,
'g INCDENT DATENTHIE DISFATCH DATE/INE ARRVED DATEITIE g.lr(u A%EI.A%SSE LN
Wi8/14/2023 13:45 |8/14/2023 16:02 | 8/14/2023 16:02 ’

SUBJECT JACKET/ROLE NAME (LAST, FRST, MCDLE SUFFIX)

Adult Other Gore, Jonathan

- [ooB AGE ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, 2P)
8 10 SE CENTRAL PKWY, STUART, 34994
B RALCE SEX HEIGHT WEGHT HAR EYE
=2
7]

DL NUMBER/STATE PRIMARY PHONE EMAIL

(561)762-7363

SUBJECT JACKET/ROLE MANE (LAST, FIRST, MDDLE SUFFIX)
~ [ooB AGE ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZP)
Q
w
n [Fece SEX HEIGHT WEIGHT  [RAR EVE
@

DL KUMBERISTATE FRMARY PHONE ENAIL

VEHICLE ROLE
w [ TYPEAMAKENODEL STYiE
3]
E FLATE / STATE N [TOF COLOR SOTTOM COLOR
>

ADDITIONAL DESCRIFTIVE INFORMATION

INCIDENT - SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE

On August 15, | made contact with Becky Shaheen in reference to the call.

| went to Shaheen's residence at 3101 SE Aster Lane Building 19. Shaheen showed me the
property in question. | observed there was fake grass in the front of Shaheen's residence. There
was lawn furniture on the grass and it appeared like a patio-type area that Shaheen installed.

| advise Shaheen that it appeared to me that the are in question was a common area and that we
could not legally trespass anyone who belonged to the HOA from accessing the area. | further told
Shaheen that the reason the president of the HOA was taking photos was a legitimate reason, to
document HOA violations.

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS, VEHICLES AND NARRATIVE MAY BE PRINTED ON FOLLOWING PAGES

REFDRTHG OFFICER

142 Bossio

DATE REVEWED BY

8/14/2023

Shine, Richard

08/16/2023

SPD Incident Report 2023-00022708 Page 1 OF 2
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SPD Incident Report 2023-00022709

(Narrative Continued)

I went to Coastal Property Management and spoke to Property Manager Jonathan Gore. Gore was
familiar with the issue, and he confirmed to me that the property is a common area.

I called Becky Shaheen and advised her of the information that | obtained from Gore.

My time was recorded on my department issued body worn camera.

SPD Incident Report 2023-00022709 Page 2 OF 2
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(Narrative Continued)

common property and did not enter private property. Hetherington was not issued a trespass warning.

SPD incident Report 2023-00022709 Page 2 OF 2
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT
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Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police /
" 830 SE Martin L. King Blvd. Stuart, F1 34994 Ue are S. PD- Selfless ¢ Proud ¢ Dedicated
& X3S Telephone 772-287-1122  Fax 772-220-5986

To: Chief Tumminelli via Chain of Command

From: Sergeant Brian Bossio

Date: October 15, 2023

Re: Citizen Complaint- Officer Christopher Heitfeld- Supervisor Review
SPD Case# 2023-00022709

On Monday, August 28, 2023, I received a signed citizen complaint from Suzie
Hetherington. This complaint was assigned to me to conduct a Supervisor Review by Chief
Tumminelli.

INVESTIGATION:

Ms. Hetherington's complaint stems from a call for service that Officer Heitfeld responded to
at the Stuart Police Department. During this call, complainant Becky Shasteen wanted to
report that Hetherington was walking on her 3101 SE Aster Lane, Unit 1903, and taking
photos of the property directly in front of her unit. Shasteen felt that her privacy was being
violated and requested that Hetherington be issued a trespass warning preventing her from
accessing this property area. Shasteen had installed a patio-like area using artificial grass and
furniture in front of her residence. Hetherington, the HOA president, accessed the front of the
property and took photos of the patio to document the violation of HOA rules.

After obtaining the information from Shasteen, Officer Heitfeld contacted Hetherington via
telephone and spoke to her on speaker phone and Shasteen could hear the conversation.
During the call, Officer Heitfeld advised Hetherington not to return to the property, or she
would be arrested for trespass after warning. During this phone call, Hetherington felt that
Officer Heitfeld was rude and was mistaken that the area she had accessed was common
property and that he could not legally trespass her. Ms. Hetherington alleges that Officer
Heitfeld was unprofessional and hung up on her after she asked for a case number.
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After the phone call, I was contacted by Hetherington, who wished to speak to the on-duty
supervisor. During the call, Hetherington advised that Officer Heitfeld was mistaken and that
the property in question was common property. As the HOA President, Hetherington
reported that she had every right to be on the property for HOA business. Furthermore,
Hetherington felt that Officer Heitfeld was rude to her and that the arrest threat was unlawful
and uncalled for. Hetherington told me Officer Heitfeld hung up on her when she asked for
the case number associated with this call. I advised Hetherington that I would investigate the
situation and get back to her.

I spoke to Officer Heitfeld, who told me he would bring Hetherington a trespass warning.
Officer Heitfeld also told me that Hetherington was difficult on the phone and that he had
hung up on her. I discussed with Officer Heitfeld the validity of the trespass warning as I
believed the property in question to be common property. I told Officer Heitfeld not to issue
the warning as I would investigate the issue further.

I went to Shasteen's property and looked at the area in question. The area is directly in front
of her unit. Even though the property was directly in front of Ms. Shasteen's unit, it appeared
to me to be common property. I went to the Property Manager's office and confirmed the area
to be common property. I advised Shasteen and Hetherington of my findings, and Stuart
Police will not investigate this issue further.

While investigating this complaint, I reviewed the body-worn camera footage of the
conversation with Shasteen and the subsequent phone call with Hetherington. At the
beginning of the conversation with Shasteen, she said to Officer Heitfeld, "I get its common
area; I don't know what my rights are to get her to stay away." Officer Heitfeld then called
Ms. Hetherington on the phone. During the call, Ms. Hetherington disagreed with the legality
of her being trespassed from common property. Officer Heitfeld hung up on Ms.
Hetherington before receiving the case number from Officer Heitfeld.

CONCLUSION:

Based on the body-worn camera footage of Officer Heitfeld's interaction with Shasteen and
Hetherington, it appeared that Officer Heitfeld should taken the time to conduct a thorough
investigation into the issue at hand before determining to issue a trespass warning. If he had
given the appropriate attention to the issue, he would have come to the correct conclusion
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given the appropriate attention to the issue, he would have come to the correct conclusion
that Ms. Hetherington was on common property and, furthermore, conducting official
business as the Homeowner's Association President, not merely harassing Ms. Shasteen.

RECOMMENDATION:

Despite Officer Heitfeld's impatience and not thoroughly investigating the situation, his
demeanor or actions did not rise to the level of the need for formal discipline. I recommend a
shift-level letter of counseling and appraisal notes to document this complaint. Officer
Hetfield should be reminded to remain thorough, professional, and impartial when taking
reports. In addition, he needs to be patient and not allow frustration to dictate how he
interacts with citizens at all times.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sergeant Brian C. Bossio
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1/22/24, 2:36 PM IAPro NextGen

External Inquiry Event No: 2023-00032 Received: Aug 28, 2023 06:00

Case Report: 2023-00022709

Involved citizen:
Suzie Hetherington
Role: Complainant
Linked address(s):
Home address: 3111 Southeast Aster Lane 1703 Stuart FL 34994
Linked phone(s):
1 (772) 214-6665
Becky Shasteen
Role: Witness
Linked address(s):
Home address: 3101 Southeast Aster Lane Stuart FL 34994
Employees involved:
Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142]
Employee current info:
Assignment: Patrol
Shift: Day Shift
U Define 3:
Snapshot - employee information at time of incident:
Police ID#: 142
Role: Supervisor
Body worn camera: Issued - Activated - Effective
Assignment: Patrol

Shift: Day Shift

https://iaproprod-cistuartflus.msappproxy.net/#appUser/blueteam

Page 41 of 69



1/22/24, 2:36 PM IAPro NextGen

U Define 3:
Rank/title: Sergeant
Age: 51 Years of employment: 12 Years with unit: 0
Off duty: No Off duty employed: No
Officer Christopher Heitfeld [145/145]

Employee current info:

Assignment: Patrol
Shift: Day Shift
U Define 3:

Snapshot - employee information at time of incident:

Police ID#: 145

Role: Primary Officer

Body worn camera: Issued - Activated - Effective
Assignment: Patrol

Shift: Day Shift

U Define 3:

Rank/title: Officer

Age: 38 Years of employment: 12 Years with unit: 0
Off duty: No Off duty employed: No

Allegations:

Discourtesy - Letter of Counseling
Nov 01, 2023 - Sustained

Summary:

On Monday, August 28, 2023 at 0600 hours, when I reported for duty, I found a citizen complaint for internal investigation form Suzie Hetherington. Ms.
Hetherington's complaint stems from a call for service that Officer Heitfeld responded to at the Stuart Police Department. During this call, complainant Becky
Shasteen wanted to report that Hetherington was walking on her property located 3101 SE Aster Lane, Unit 1903, and taking photos of property located
directly in front of her unit. Shasteen felt that her privacy was being violated and she wanted Hetherington trespassed from this area of the property.
Shasteen had installed a patio-like area using artificial grass and furniture. Hetherington, who is the HOA president, accessed the front of the property and
took photos of the patio, for the purpose of documenting the violation of HOA rules.

After obtaining the information from Shasteen, Officer Heitfeld made contact with Hetherington via telephone. During the conversation with Hetherington,
Officer Hetifeld advised her to not go back on the property or she will be arrested for trespass after warning. During this phone call, Hetherington felt that
Officer Heitfeld was rude and was mistaken that the area that she had accessed was common property, and he could not legally trespass her. During the
phone conversation, Hetherington alleges that Officer Heitfeld was unprofessional and hung up on her after she asked for a case number.

After the phone call, I was contacted by Hetherington. During the call, she advised that Officer Heitfeld was mistaken, and the property is common property,
and that she was upset because she felt the Heitfeld was rude to her. I advised Hetherington that I will look into the situation and get back with her.
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I spoke to Officer Heitfeld and he told me that he was going to bring Hetherington a trespass warning. Officer Hetifeld also told me that Hetherington was
difficult on the phone and that he had hung up on her. I discussed with Officer Heitfeld the validity of the trespass warning as I believed the property in
question to be common property. I told Officer Heitfeld to not issue the warning as I was going to look into the issue further.

I went to Shasteen's property and looked at the area in question. I still believed the area to be common property. I went to the Property Manager's office and
confirmed the area to be common property. I advised Shasteen and Hetherington of my findings and Stuart Police will not conduct any further investigation
regarding this issue.

Agree with findings of a Shift Letter of Counseling for Officer Heitfeld.
Tumminelli 093
11/1/23

When/where:
Date/time occurred: Aug 14, 2023 13:45

Incident location: 830 Southeast Martin Luther King Jr Boulevard Stuart FL 34994
Home address: 3111 Southeast Aster Lane 1703 Stuart FL 34994
Home address: 3101 Southeast Aster Lane Stuart FL 34994

County: Residence

Linked files:

Hetherington Citizen Complaint (pdf)

Heitfeld IR-1 (pdf)

Heitfeld IR Page 2 (pdf)

Bossio IR-1 (pdf)

Bossio IR-page2 (pdf)

Bossio/Hetherington phone call 8/23/23 08:36 hours ()

Officer Heitfeld/ Hetherington phone call 8/14/23 14:50 hours ()
Heitfeld/ Shasteen Initial contact- 8/14/23 14:36 hours ()

Bossio at Shaheen Property 8/15 13:04 hours ()

Heitfeld SR FINAL 2023 (pdf)

Status/assignment information:
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Status: Completed Priority: Medium

Opened: 10/04/2023 Assigned: 10/04/2023 Due: 08/28/2023 Completed: 11/01/2023
Disposition: Sustained
Unit assigned: Supervisor Review
Handled at field/unit level: Yes
Outside/file investigator: Bossio, Brian Sergeant [142 / 142]
Investigator assign: Un-assigned
Supervisor assign: Un-assigned
Source of information: Citizen
Organizational component(s):
Assignment: Patrol
Shift: Day Shift

BlueTeam chain routings

Aug 28, 2023 08:39: Sent from Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] to Gerwan, Michael J Lieutenant [110/110]
Instructions:
LT Gerwan
Please see attached citizen complaint against Officer Hetifeld. I am sending this to you due to LT. Shine being on vacation.
Thank you
Reviewed by Lieutenant Michael J Gerwan [110/110] on Aug 31, 2023 at 14:14
Decision:
Reviewer comment:

Forwarded to the correct Lieutenant.
MG110

Aug 31, 2023 14:14: Sent from Lieutenant Michael J Gerwan [110/110] to Shine, Richard Lieutenant [111/111]
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Instructions:

Please see the complaint against Ofc. Heitfeld.
Reviewed by Lieutenant Richard Shine [111/111] on Sep 19, 2023 at 08:40
Decision:
Reviewer comment:

[Forwarded by Lieutenant Richard Shine]
CC(s) of this routing were sent to the following:

Captain Derek Ortado [118/118]
Sep 19, 2023 08:40: Sent from Lieutenant Richard Shine [111/111] to Ortado, Derek Captain [118/118]
Instructions:

signed citizen complaint in my que from August.
Reviewed by Captain Derek Ortado [118/118] on Sep 29, 2023 at
Decision: N/A
Reviewer comment:

Routing was NOT handled in BlueTeam. The incident was forwarded into IAPro by IAPro user Captain Derek Ortado

Sep 29, 2023 12:36: Sent from Captain Derek Ortado [118/118] to Tumminelli, Joseph Chief [093/093]
Instructions:
Recommend assign to Sgt. Bossio to review.
Reviewed by Chief Joseph Tumminelli [093/093] on Oct 04, 2023 at 11:36
Decision:
Reviewer comment:

Incident assignment and routing were closed out by IAPro user Chief Joseph Tumminelli and the incident was re-assigned and re-routed to Sergeant Brian
Bossio [142/142]
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Oct 04, 2023 11:36: Sent from Chief Joseph Tumminelli [093/093] to Bossio, Brian Sergeant [142/142]
Instructions:
Supervisor Review Assigned to Bossio.
Reviewed by Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] on Oct 04, 2023 at
Decision:
Oct 04, 2023 11:37: Sent from Chief Joseph Tumminelli [093/093] to Bossio, Brian Sergeant [142/142]
Instructions:
SR for Bossio, memo will be sufficient
Reviewed by Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] on Oct 18, 2023 at 10:08
Decision:
Reviewer comment:
Completion notes: Please see Supervisor Review final report.
Thank you
CC(s) of this routing were sent to the following:
Captain Derek Ortado [118/118]
Captain Flamur Zenelovic [083/083]
Lieutenant Michael J Gerwan [110/110]
Oct 30, 2023 08:34: Sent from Captain Derek Ortado [118/118] to Tumminelli, Joseph Chief [093/093]
Instructions:
Recommend Approval of findings. Forwarded for review.
Reviewed by Chief Joseph Tumminelli [093/093] on Nov 01, 2023 at 09:03
Decision: N/A

Reviewer comment:
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Routing was NOT completed in BlueTeam. The incident was moved into IAPro by IAPro user Chief Joseph Tumminelli

Nov 17, 2023 12:19: Sent from Captain Derek Ortado [118/118] to Bossio, Brian Sergeant [142/142]
Instructions:
Final discipline for you to issue.
Please click "Mark Complete" once you are done with this memo.
Reviewed by Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] on Nov 21, 2023 at 09:27
Decision:
Reviewer comment:
Completion notes: LOC completed and will be served today.

Thank you

Entered via BlueTeam by: Sergeant Brian Bossio [142/142] on Aug 28, 2023 at 07:02
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CITY OF STUART
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

DISCUSSION POINTS

TO:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

SIRB BOARD

2/12/2024  2:07 PM

WRITTEN COMPLAINT FROM S. HETHERINGTON REGARDING
OFFICER HEITFELD

Attached to the agenda summary is a timeline and summary describing the event that is
presented to the SIRB for review. The purpose of the Stuart Independent Review Board
is to maintain transparency related to the procedures followed after receiving a citizen
complaint related to a City of Stuart employee.

BACKGROUND

This matter arose when Ms. Hetherington contacted the City to file a formal complaint
against officer Heitfeld because of the way he spoke to her on the telephone. Briefly, Ms.
Hetherington had approached a neighbor’s porch within in her Condominium association
and was photographing the porch to demonstrate that because the neighbor (Becky
Shasteen) had installed a patio area using artificial grass and furniture directly in front of
her condominium. After receiving the complaint from Ms. Shasteen, Officer Heitfeld
made contact with Ms. Hetherington via telephone. During the call he advised her not to
return to Ms. Shasteen’s property or she would be arrested for trespass after warning.
According to the complaint, Ms. Hetherington felt that Officer Heitfeld was very rude
and ultimately hung up on her.

In hindsight it appears that Officer Heitfeld was possibly mistaken regarding the
ownership of the property as it was likely common area and the trespass warning was not
appropriate. It is also never appropriate for a City Employee to become frustrated on the
telephone and hang up on someone. This was clearly a dispute that fell within the
parameters of a condominium association rules and regulations.
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MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: HETHERINGTON REGARDING OFFICER HEITFELD

After receiving the complaint, the Supervisor made the determination that the complaint
was valid and the employee needed to receive a letter of counseling addressing the issues
that were handled in an inappropriate manner. The officer had been with the City for 12
years at the time. The Police Chief reviewed the proceedings and agreed that the
appropriate resolution was a Letter of Counseling.

CONCLUSION

In the present circumstance, the Letter of Counseling was sufficient because Officer
Heitfeld acknowledged that it was inappropriate to hang up on a resident regardless of the
circumstances. Although Officer Heitfeld was attempting to prevent further confrontation
between neighbors, he incorrectly advised that common area was private property and
subject to the trespass warning and ultimately hung up due to the combative nature of the
call. The Officer has learned from the experience and the remaining issues fall outside
the purview of the police department because they are related to the internal
condominium association documents. | agree with the discipline and have emphasized
the fact that there is never a circumstance that a City Employee should hang up on a
resident.
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CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST
Stuart Independent Review Board

Meeting Date: 2/28/2024 Prepared by: Michelle Vicat
Title of Item:

REVIEW OF CITIZEN COMPLAINT BY LAVERN MULLINGS AGAINST OFFICER LEE

Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request:

The City of Stuart established the Stuart Independent Review Board (SIRB) to create a mechanism for
the public to see the outcome of investigations that are initiated in response to written complaints. The
purpose of the independent board review is to ensure transparency and accountability. This oversight
mechanism aims to guarantee that the outcomes of investigations into alleged misconduct are accessible
to all stakeholders, fostering trust and confidence in the city's law enforcement agency as well as any
other department where a written complaint has been received. The SIRB is not responsible for deciding
the level of discipline. It should not substitute its recommendation for that of the supervisor. Rather, it
should decide if it finds the decision acceptable under the circumstances. The Board must limit its
recommendation to the information available at the time of the discipline. If it bases the decision on new
information provided subsequently to the supervisor's recommendation, it would be impossible to know
what the supervisor would have decided based upon the new information.

In the present matter, the City of Stuart received a written complaint regarding Officer Lee. According to
the complaint, the citizen claimed that Officer Lee was biased, rude and "off putting". The complaint
further alleged that the officer had abused his power and "was not knowledgeable of his duties and
protocol." Officer Lee's supervisor reviewed the complaint and initiated an investigation which included
reviewing the body worn camera recording of the event. Upon completion of the investigation, it was
determined that Officer Lee acted appropriately, and no disciplinary action was taken.

The City Manager has reviewed the file and agreed with the supervisor and Chief. The evidence clearly
demonstrated that one resident interfered with the property of another resident without her consent. Even
if the Christmas decorations were not authorized, Ms. Mullngs did not have the authority to take down or
tamper with the lights. She could have addressed the matter within her condominium association. Officer
Lee acted appropriately under the circmstances.

Funding Source:
N/A

Recommended Action:
Motion to ratify the SIRB report.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Lee SIRB
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT

) Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police /
s 830 SIE7Mart1nL King Blvd. Stua{t‘ 1!;34994 e Ane S . P @

=" Telephone 772-287-1122  Fax 772-220-3986

CITIZEN COMPLAINT FOR INTERNAL INVESTIGATION

Selfless ¢« Proud ¢ Dedicate

The Stuart Police Department will investigate any citizen complaint brought against its personnel. To establish a
legitimate complaint and to initiate an internal investigation, this form must be signed and sworn to.

Complainant Name: \__{\\IEKN N ULLLANGS

address: \¥2) S\ PALON Oy RdA. (Yo | Stueel EL 24894
Phone Number: "17] 2L~ DZTL- 21lo |

Email: m\bU\W\"\‘S\/Me«!LF\ @, vlo\l/\.oo L

Employee(s) Name(s)

Nature of Complaint: )cCicoe LEE b'\ﬁgg,d . RLAE ¥ \JERY EFF - Ll BDEWNAV o
Towaers e, He was hosTle Tawards ™ME Bven wthie T Teieb o
Exolains Tog BuUles & RReulATows ofF The Cotmmuand'eTf . ADuSiNG s
PoweR s N T MuswleneEae @€ tis Duties fnvy PRoTocol.

| agree to fully cooperate with the Stuart Police Department by giving sworn testimony, if requested, as to the full and
complete details of the event leading to this action. | will produce all witnesses to this event known to me. If 1 fail to
follow through with an interview, or do not cooperate with the investigator by giving sworn testimony, | understand that
this complaint will be deemed to have been withdrawn by me. In that event, | will expect that no action will be taken
against the employee(s).

Should an investigator need to schedule an interview with me, | am most easily contacted at:

XI Phone number shown above [IOther phone number:
ﬂ Email shown above 1 Other email:
{0 Other:
L%\VCYZM ML LLINGS , do hereby swear or affirm that the factual allegation(s) made by
me above in this complaint are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true an@i based upoﬁéact_
ZS g
~~—@€omplainant Signature
In Martin County, Florida; sworn or affirmed and subscribed before me by means of D‘ﬂ%lf&ﬂ presence or [online
notarization, this _Iﬂ day of -b& n , 202 M by Lowr 14 olng D who is [0 personally
known to me OR™produced - A L, as identification.

5\;’/’ %,,/ﬂ” f,JJ/a 5/)

Print, Type, or Stamp Name of Notary Public or Officer

rev Dec 2020
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Violation of Florida State Statute 837.05
Violation of Florida State Statute 838.022

| am filing this complaint to bring this serious matter to your
attention regarding your Officer Corey Lee. Officer Lee
approach was very biased. He was not interested in what | had
to say about the incident. It seems to me that he had his mind
made up the moment my daughter opened the door, and he
realized it was a black household.

Officer Corey Lee (badge # 153), a duly sworn official in the
State of Florida. While acting in his official capacity, Officer Lee
did willfully document a false report about the commission of
an alleged crime (806.13). Officer Lee did willfully engage in an
unlawful and wrongful act which resulted in the violation of
my constitutional rights. This case (2023-00033294/43-2023-
MM-003480-A) was later reviewed and dismissed by Judge
William L. Roby on 12/28/2023 as he found no evidence of a
crime.

While trainee Officer Lott had more common sense to inspect
the decorations that the neighbor lied about being damaged
(also listed in his report). Officer Lee was bent on giving me a
citation for cutting done a few zip ties that were holding
decorations on the handrails of the stairway (common area)
which is a safety hazard and a violation of Park Square
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Condominium policies. Officer Lee abused his power while
having an audience threaten to arrest me more than twice.
And even though he did not read me my rights or handcuff
me, he kept on telling me | had NO right to contact my lawyer.
Officer Lee used his position of power, with his gun and badge
to scare and deprive me of my basis Miranda Rights “You have
the right to an attorney”. Officer Lee not only embarrassed
me, but he tarnished my record forever with the false charge
he brought against me for a neighbor dispute that clearly the
HOA and management should have handled.

Either Officer Lee is incapable of understanding the differences
between criminal mischief in the State of Florida vs. a simple
neighbor dispute, or because of Officer Lee’s deep-rooted
bitterness, fueled by his implicit and explicit bias and
discrimination thus | was charged.

| believe had Officer Lee responded to the homes of either
Lieutenant Gerwan or Judge Roby, to handle a neighbor
dispute, they would have been treated with respect and
dignity, with much professionalism as he demonstrated to my
Caucasian neighbors. It is difficult enough being the only
person of color in this community, | did not need him coming
and adding fuel to the fire.
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Even though this citation was thrown out (CRIMINAL
MISCHIEF) and | am very grateful that Judge Roby did not
entertain the false charges Officer Lee brought against me.
And though | appreciate Lieutenant Gerwan reaching out to do
damage control... The damage was already done by your
Officer Lee misconduct. | had to appear in court, pay lawyer
fees and miss time from work for Officer Lee lack of
knowledge of the law. This incident has caused me a great
deal of distress and anxiety, and | firmly believe it is in the
public interest that this issue is dealt with appropriately to
ensure such an event does not recur.

| hope the Stuart Police Department Board Members who are
responsible for reviewing this case can solve this problem in
an applicable manner. Therefore, | kindly request you to take
immediate action against Officer Corey Lee #153. Please
reassign him to a different sector where he shall not have any
occasion to encounter me easily. | am requesting a copy of
Officer Corey Lee body worn camera and a full report of all his
years of service. Officer Lee took an oath to protect and serve
all race not just Caucasians. | am requesting that Office Lee be
re-trained and demoted. Officer Lee should not be allowed to
train another officer, especially when he himself is not
knowledgeable of the law.
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL
FIELD CASE REPORT
CASE#
2023-00033294

REPCHTED DATE/TRE OCCURRED NCDENT TYFE CASE STATUS
~ (12/02/2023 11:27 Vandalism Closed
é CCLURRED FROM DATETRE CCCURRED THRU DATETRIE LOCATON CF COCURRENCE

i ; 1831 SW PALM CITY RD
i (12/02/2023 11:20 12/02/2023 11:20 STUART, FL, 34904
|stansTEsEscRPTON |counrs ATTENFTCOMEIT
01 806.13(1b1) 1 c leted
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF $200 OR LESS- 1ST OFFENSE omplete

o0
w
]
-4
i
[T
w
e)

JACKET/SUBJECT TYFE NAME (LAST, FIRST, HDDLE SUFFRG

Adult Suspect MULLINGS, LAVERN COLLETTE
- ooB AGE or ACE RANCE IADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, 2¥)
& 102/03/1983 40 1831 SW PALM CITY RD C402, STUART, FL, 34994
a3 [o= SEX HEIGHT of RANGE WEGHT or RANGE  |HAR EVE
2 [Black Female 5'4" Black Black

DL NUKMBERISTATE PREJARY PHONE PHONE %2 PHONE 02

452523835430 / FL |

JACKET/SUBJECT TYPE KAKE (LAST, FRST, MODLE SUFFX)

Adult Victim Davis, Shannon m
[ D0B ABE ¢ AGE RANGE JADDRESS (STREET, LY, STATE, 2P)
& 107/04/1981 42 1831 SW PALM CITY RD, C502, STUART, FL, 34994
B RACE SEX HEIGHT or RAKGE WEIDHT of RANGEZ HAR EWE
7 White Female

DL MILEERISTATE PREMARY PHONE FHONE 22 PHONE #3

(772)240-6047

JACKET/SUBJECT TVFE NAEE (LAST, FRST, HDDLE SUFFI()

Aduit Witness Dottore, Angela
= [00B AGE or AGE RANGE ADCRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, 26}
O 106/23/1962 61 1831 SW PALM CITY RD, D501, STUART, FL, 34994
A [ SEX HERHT or RANGE WEIGHT of RANGE hAR EVE
7 White Female

DL RUMBER/STATE PRESARY PHONE PHONE 22 PHONE 73

(732)299-5500
REPCRTNG CFRCER DATE FELD TRARIG CFFICER DATE REVIEWED BY CATE
ott, Eric 1 2[02/2023—|_ Rice, Michael 12/03/2023

Workflow State: Merge
SPD Case 2023-00033294 Page 1 OF 5
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL
FIELD CASE REPORT
CASEd#
2023-00033294
GENERAL PROPERTY
PROPERTY CODE WCICFCE NUGBER VALUE
Destroy/Dam/Vandal $20
=1 [CUANTITYAINT OF NEASURE PROFERTY TYPEICLASS SERAL COLOR
£ 1/1tem Household Goods
e ‘Christmas Decorations
PROPERTY CODE KCICTOC NUMBER VALUE
o [CUANTRVIUNT OF REASURE IMW SERIAL COLOR
i
E {TER CESCRIFTION
PROPERTY CODE NCICECIC URBER VALUE
3 CUANTITYANIT OF REASURE PROFERTY TYPEICLASS SERAL COLOR
- l
g IVEW DESCRPTION
| PROFERTY CODE KOCFOC NURBER VAL UE
3 QUANTITYAINIT OF NEASURE PROFERTY TYREICLASS SERIAL COLOR
E I TEM DESCRPTION
(<]
[~ [PROFERTY CODE _ NOCFCK NUIZBER VALUE
E‘ CUANTITY/UNIT OF MEASURE PROFERTY TYPELLASS SERAL COLCR
z
Y [rew pescremon
|PROPERTY CODE NCICTLIC KUKBER WALUE
E‘ CUANTTIV/ONT OF NEASURE Imﬁ SERAL COLCR
z
13 [eoescReTON
REPORTNG OFFICER DATEZ FELD TRAKNG OFFICER DATE REVEYED 8Y DATE
Lott, Eric 12/02/2023 Rice, Michael 12/03/2023

Workflow Stale: Merge

SPD Case 2023-00033284 Page 2 QF 5
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL

FIELD CASE REPORT
CASE#
2023-00033294

On December 02 2023, at approximately 1127 hours,

Ofc Le V\f jield T ramln Off' icer) and | were dispatched to
Palm Cltg C502 in'reference to a report of a

nelghbor cutting down Christmas decorations.

Upon arrival Ofc. Lee and | made contact with the
complainant/victim identified as Shannon Davis. David
stated she put up Christmas decorations on the railing in
front of her residence. Davis stated that the area in front
of her residence is a common area which she shares
wrtn her nelghbor in C-402 Davis stated when she

' ome tod 5 the ecoratlons were removed from
the stalr railin fp aced on the landing upstairs. Davis
stated she wa notl e the ne| hbor across the street
that her ‘neighbor in C was e one who took the
decorations down. Daws stated she had approval from
her home owners association (HOA) to place the
decorations on the railing. Davis explained the
decorations damaged were valued at approximately $20.

While inspecting the damaged Chrlstmas decorations, |
noticed the only thi Ppeare to be damaged was
the plastic zip t|es that hold he decorations in place

| made contact wrth W|tness Ansela Dottore, who lives

across the parking lotin D ottore stated around

1120 hours today she mtnessed avis' nextdoor

nm& bor removing the decorations from the stair railing.
ore stated she is on the neighborhood board and did

not want to confront Lavern dué to the board policy.

Ofc Lee and I atte 0#ted to make contact with Lavern at
apartment C icer Lee nocked on the door and a
younger fema e answered the oor and a'r(a peared to be
on the phone. The voice on t hone asked the female
why she opened the door for strangers and the younger

I;R-EPORTW OFFICER DATE FIELD TRARNG OFFICER DATE REVEEYSED BY

DATE
ott, Eric 12/02/2023 Rice, Michael 12/03/2023

Workflow State: Merge
SPD Case 2023-00033294 Page 3 OF 5
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL

FIELD CASE REPORT
CASE#
2023-00033294

{continuation)

female replied it was the police. The female on the line
who based on the conversation was the younger
female's mother told Officer Lee that she was on her way
back to the apartment and instructed the younger female
to close the door.

A short time later, Officer Lee and | made contact W|th
susBIec t identifi |ed as Lavern Mullings in the ron 8ar ing
Iot u lings explained she sent an email to

board demanding the decorations be removed and be
removed by Monday. Mullings stated today around 1100
hours she noticed that the decorations had not been
removed and she took it upon herself to cut them down.

Based on the ewdenc opresented and testimony
obtamed by Mullings, Officer Lee and | drafted a notice
P pear or r|m|nal Mischief. Offlcer Lee then
ained the o iceto a pear process to Mulllings and
re ues ted that she sign the notice acknowledging her
cou date of 12/28/2023. Mullm s refused to sign'it,
statmtqs that her Iawlyer told at if she signs anything
then its an acknow edgement o guilt.

Officer Lee explained to Mullings that this was not the
case and that signing the NTA only acknowledges her
court date and the penal for fal mg to appear- Mullings
then stated she was goin % to call hér lawyer to which
Officer Lee replied that if he falled to sq(n the notlce to
appear that we were |;glom to have to ma hysical
arrest and transport her to jail. At this time Mu Img
signed the notlce to ?\f ear and was released on Scene.
Just prior to leaving Mulli ntg,s made a statement of "I
guess white is always righ

Due to Mullings willfully and maliciously damaging
Davis's prope%ty Mulln¥gs was issued aynotlceqo appear

REPCRTIG OFFICER DATE FIELD TRAINNG OFFICER DATE REVEWED 8Y

DATZ

L.ott, Eric 12/02/2023 Rice, Michael 12/03/2023

Workflow State: Merge

SPD Case 2023-00033294 Page 4 OF 5
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL

FIELD CASE REPORT

CASE#
2023-00033294

{continuation)

for criminal mischief of $200 or less. Mullings was given
a copy of the notice to appear. Contact was' recordéd on
our agency issued body worn cameras.

This case is closed by arrest.

REFORTING OFFICER

RATE FELD TRAKNG OFFICER DATE REVEWE BY DATE
Lott, Eric 12/02/2023 | Rice, Michael 12/03/2023

Workfiow State: Merge
SPD Case 2023-00033294 Page 5 OF 5
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL
FIELLD CASE SUPPLEMENT REPORT
CASE#
2023-00033294

REPCRTED DATENEE CECURRED RCOERT TYPE CASE STATUS
= 12/04/2023 20:26
uzJ CCCURRED FROM CATETERE CCCURRED THRU DATEMTRE LCCATION OF DCCURRENCE
@ 1 SW PALM CITY RD
5 ST

STATUTEDESCRPTION COUNTS | ATTERFTOMMT

7]
i
[7/]
=
w
w
i
o]

JACKET/SUBJECT TYFE WAME (LAST, FRST, HODLE SUFFIC
- |08 AGE or AGE RANGE [ADGRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, 2F)
o
B AACE SEX WEIGHT or RANGE WEIGHT or RAWGE HAR TVE
?

| DL UNBERISTATE PREJARY PHONE FHONE 22 FROMNE 13

JACKET/SUBJELT TYPE RANE (LAST, FRGT, MDDLE SUFFI
+ [Fcs AGE cf AGE RANGE ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, Z8)
&
3 RACE SEX HEKGHT or RAHGE WEIHT or RANGE HAR B3
=2
o

L RUMBERISTATE [PrEsARY PICRE PHONE #2 PHONE #3

[IACKET/SUBJECT TYPE NAKE (LAST, FRST, NDDLE SUFFIQ)
§= [OCB AGE or AGE RANGE [ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, 28)
o
b J —_—
m [RAcE SEX HEGHT or RANGE WEGHT o7 RANGE AR EYE
?

DL NUWBER/STATE PRIIARY PROAE PHONE #2 PHONE 23

Iﬁor:mc CGFFICER CATE ﬁ B TATE
OoF

Bryant, Stephen 12/04/2023 1 2 12/04/2023 Serra, Richard 12/06/2023

SPD Case Supp 2023-00033284 Page 1 OF 2
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STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT, FL

FIELD CASE REPORT SUPPLEMENT

CASE#
2023-00033294

This is a supplement o Officer Lott’s orginal report.

On December 4th, 2023, at approximately 1809 hours, | was
dispatched 1831 SW Palm City Rd, unit C 502 in reference to
an ongoing neighbor issue.

Upon arrival, complainant Shannon Davis advised me that a
bucket of bleach had rll\ﬁ)w been poured onto her Christmas
ornaments by Lavern Mullings. See mé/ case report for
additional information (2023-00033463).

My Agency issued Body-Worn-Camera was activated for the
aboveé incident.

REPCRTING CFFICER TATE FELD TRAKNG GFFICER EVEWED 8Y

DATE DATE
Bryant, Stephen 12/04/2023 12/04/2023 | Serra, Richard 12/06/2023

SPD Case Supp 2023-00033294 Page 2 OF 2
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Judge: STEE ,ARHEN Court Type: Mizdemeanar Case Type:  MISDEMEAMOR

Case M

umber: .- Uniform Case Mumber: 43202 IMN0034B0MMAKME Status:  CLOSED —
Clerk File Date: 124472023 Status Date: 124271 291; - Waive Speedy Tral:
Total Fees Due:  0.00 Custody Location: N COUNTY JAIL Apency:  STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT

Agency Report Humber: 23-33394

& PARTIES

TYFE PARTY MAME ATTORMEY

ATTORMEY LASTIMNGER, CAITLIN

ATTORMEY PRO 5E

DEFENDANT  MULLINGS, LAVERM COLLETTE f; PRO SE (Main Attomey)

PLAINTIFF STATE OF FLORIDA J,l‘.g, LASTIMGER, CAITLIN (Main Attorney)

COUNT  DESCRIPTION LEVEL DEGREE PLEA DISPOSITION DISPOSITION DATE

1 200 DOLS AND UNDER {805.13{1b1}) M 5 DROPPED/ABANDOMEDS NO INFORMATION

DATE EVENT JUDGE LOCATION RESULT

1/4/2024 1:00 PM ARRAIGHMENT STEELE, DARREM SECOMD FLOOR ROOM 3 DISPOSED

& OUTSTANDING AMOUNT

COUNT  CODE DESCRIPTION ASSESSMENT PAID WAIVED BALANCE PAYMENT PLAN / JUDGMENT DUE DATE
Mo Fees on Case

DATE RECEIPT # APPLIED AMOUNT
Mo Receipts on Case

& CASE DOCKETS

ENTRY

1272772023
1272772023

CASE CLOSED
MO INFORMATION FILED

12752023 NMENT SET FOR 01/04/2024 AT 1:00 PM IM AZ-3, JDG: STEELE, DARREM
2 ™4 127402023 ARREST AFFIDAVIT
1 12742023 CASE FILED 1270472023 CASE MUMBER 2300348 0MMAXMX
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Selfless ¢ Proud o Dedicated

To: Chief via Chain of Command
From: Lieutenant Michael Gerwan
Date: January 29, 2024

Subject: Lavern Mullings Citizen Complaint

Chief Tumminelli,

I have reviewed Ms. Lavern Mullings signed complaint. I have also reviewed all body worn
camera video regarding this incident. I was in contact with the State Attorney’s Office in
reference to this case. After reviewing all the facts, I deem Mullings complaint frivolous
upon its face.

On December 26, 2023, I was asked by Captain Zenelovic to follow up on the Notice to
Appear that was issued to Mullings. I was told that the State Attorney’s Office had already
decided that they were not going to file information on this case. The State Attorney’s Office
advised that although the criminal mischief charge met the statutory definition and over all
there was probable cause to make the arrest, they were not going to file the case because they
believed the criminal charge was “petty”.

I was asked to investigate the case because Mullings made several remarks according to the
Notice to Appear that “I guess white is always right”. I was specifically asked to review the
BWC footage to determine whether this arrest was racially biased or not.

After reviewing the BWC, I determined that Officer Lee and Officer Lott did not commit

racial profiling. I also noticed that Mullings was irate and made racial overtones
approximately 6 times as to why law enforcement contact was made with her. I told the State
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Attorney’s Office that I did not see events of racial discrimination, however, felt that the
incident could have been handled better civilly with the Homeowners Association.

On December 27, 2023, I was contacted by the State Attorney’s Office, and they confirmed
the case was dropped and that they would contact Mullings. However, I was also asked to
contact Mullings and the complainant, Shannon Davis, because the incident over the
Christmas decorations had continued to escalate. Officer Bryant took another call regarding
damage to the Christmas decorations on December 4, 2023. The State Attorney’s Office was
concerned that the continuing conflict would evolve into future criminal conduct.

On or about December 29, 2023, Officer Minor and I arrived at Park Square Condos with the
purpose of contacting Mullings and Davis to advise them to try and get along with each
other. I knocked on both doors and no one answered. My business card was left at both front
doors advising them to contact me. I also knocked on the door of the witness, Angela
Dottore, who was a board member of the HOA. I advised Dottore that the complaint of the
Christmas decorations was more civil than criminal and that the HOA should have handled
the dispute. When asked, Dottore confirmed that the HOA had a property management
company, Avant Garde Management. Officer Minor and I contacted Avant Garde
Management who stated that they were aware of the Christmas decoration dispute. They
stated the dispute was over religion and agreed that it should have been handled by the HOA.

On or about the first week of January 2024, Mullings called my office phone and stated that
she was going to file a formal complaint on Officer Lee. Mullings stated that she was falsely
arrested, the case was dropped by the State, and she now had a tarnished criminal record. I
advised Mullings that she was never placed in handcuffs, fingerprinted, or had a booking
photo. I also advised Mullings that there was no formal criminal record and that the State
dropped the case before she had to appear in court. Mullings advised that she had already
been in contact with her lawyer, and she was going to take it further. I contacted Captain
Zenelovic and made him aware of the conversation I had with Mullings.

I contacted the State Attorney’s Office on January 26, 2024, because according to Mullings
signed complaint, she stated that she appeared in court on December 28, 2023, in front of
Judge Roby with her attorney and as a result had to pay attorney fees and miss work. The
State Attorney’s Office confirmed that the case was dropped on December 27%, 2023. They
advised her case was not on docket December 28", 2023, and the assigned judge was Judge
Steele. It was confirmed that Judge Roby only hears felony cases.
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Finally, I would like to address the racial biased allegation made by Mullings. It seems that
Mullings’ allegation was based on emotions rather than facts. Here are the 2023 racial based
statistics for department wide arrest and uniform traffic citations:

- 614 arrests- 67.8% were White, 31.3% were Black and 1% was Other.
- 4955 traffic citations- 56.3% were White, 18.1% were Black, 21.6% were Hispanic
0.6% Asian, 0.1% were Native American and 3.3% Other.

This concludes my investigation.

Sincerely,

S U Rt =4

Lt. Michael Gerwan #110
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Filing # 188677325 E-Filed 12/27/2023 09:29:14 AM |

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA

STATE OF FLORIDA

Case No. 43-2023-MM-003480-A
—VS—
Lavern Collette Mullings

Defendant

NO INFORMATION

COMES NOW the State of Florida, by and through its undersigned State Attorney, and files
this NO INFORMATION in the above-styled cause wherein the Defendant is charged with:

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF-$200 OR LESS
Dated December 27, 2023

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy of the foregoing has been fumished to on December
27,2023

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
THOMAS R. BAKKEDAHL
State Attorney

By: /s/ Caitlin Lastinger
Caitlin Lastinger

Assistant State Attorney

FL Bar#: 1035601

100 E. Ocean Blvd., Suite 400
Stuart, FL 34994

(772) 288-5646
SA19eService@saol9.org
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£5% STUART POLICE DEPARTMENT

[ s

e T 3
5%/ Joseph Tumminelli, Chief of Police
NUFL W 830 SE Martin L. King Blvd. Stuart, FL 34994 We are S.P.D/

== Telephone 772-287-1122  Fax 772-220-5986
MEMORANDUM
To: File - '
From: Chief Joseph Tumminell%7 g
Date: January 31, 2024
Subject: SR 2024-0003

The detailed report of the investigation into Ms. Lavern Mullings' complaint against Officer Lee was well done.
The examination of the incident, including the review of body-worn camera footage, discussions with the State
Attorney's Office, and traveling to the scene, shows that the investigation was thorough.

Based on the facts presented, there was probable cause for the arrest, as Officer Lee adhered to the threshold
required by law. I understand, however, that the State Attorney's Office chose not to move forward with the
case, deeming the criminal mischief charge as "petty”. This decision emphasizes the importance of
prosecutorial discretion.

I would like to point out the inclusion of racial statistics for the Stuart Police Department's arrests and traffic
citations in 2023. These statistics provide valuable context, showcasing a diverse distribution across
demographics. It is crucial to address Ms. Mullings' allegations of racial bias by highlighting the fair and
unbiased approach in our police department's law enforcement practices.

Given Ms. Mullings' statements and the confirmed details from the State Attorney's Office, it appears that Ms.
Mullings may be contemplating a civil lawsuit, possibly with a focus on racial bias.

The officers involved followed Department policy, and I agree with the unfounded findings by Lieutenant
Gerwan.

Selfless ¢ Proud « Dedicated
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CITY OF STUART
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

DISCUSSION POINTS

TO: SIRB BOARD

DATE: 2/14/2024  10:15 AM

SUBJECT:  WRITTEN COMPLAINT FROM MS. MULLINGS REGARDING
OFFICER LEE

Attached to the agenda summary is a timeline and summary describing the event that is
presented to the SIRB for review. The purpose of the Stuart Independent Review Board
is to maintain transparency related to the procedures followed after receiving a citizen
complaint related to a City of Stuart employee.

BACKGROUND

This matter arose when the Stuart police department was asked to respond when a
resident claimed that Christmas decorations she installed had been cut down and
damaged in the process. Ms. Shannon Davis called the police to report that the Christmas
decorations she had installed on the railing in front of her residence had been cut down
and damaged in the process. According to Ms. Davis, she obtained authorization from the
Home-Owners Association to install the temporary decorations during the holiday
season. The damage to the decorations was minimal.

Upon arriving at the scene, it was determined that the front of her residence is a common
area that is shared with a neighbor. A witness stated that the neighbor, Ms. Laverne
Mullings cut down the decorations. When Officer Lee made contact with Ms. Mullings,
she stated that she had previously sent an email to the HOA Board instructing them to
have the decorations removed by Monday. When she observed that they were not
removed, she took it upon herself to cut them down. Because they were not her property
and she did not have authorization to cut them down, Officer Lee explained that she was
being given a notice to appear for Criminal Mischief (vandalism) and requested that she
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MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: MULLINGS COMPLAINT - OFFICER LEE

sign the notice acknowledging the court date. She refused to sign the document. Officer
Lee stated that if she would not sign, he would have to physically arrest her. At that point
she signed the document and while exiting the scene made the comment “I guess white is
always right”. The matter was ultimately forwarded to the State Attorney’s office and
ultimately dropped by the State Attorney. The entire matter was recorded on Body
Camera. Sadly, the matter escalated and the police were again dispatched to the address
because Ms. Davis reported that a bucket of bleach had been poured onto the Christmas
decorations by Ms. Mullings.

When there are minor infractions such as described above, the State Attorney will often
make the decision to drop the matter rather than prosecuting because the primary goal
was to de-escalated the problem. In the present matter the prosecutor dropped the
charges. After the charges were dropped by the State Attorney, Ms. Mullings filed a
written complaint against Officer Lee. According to Ms. Mullings, “Officer Lee biased,
rude & very off-putting behavior towards me. He was hostile towards me even while I
tried to explain the rules and regulations of the community. Abusing his power and not
knowledgeable of his duties and protocol.” claiming that he was biased toward Ms.
Davis and had his mind made up when he determined it was a black household. She
claimed that Officer Lee willfully documented a false.

The supervising officer and the Chief of Police that reviewed the body worn cameras and

statements provided have determined that there was probable cause for the charge of
criminal mischief.

CONCLUSION

As the City Manager I agree with the Chief of Police. Officer Lee was correct and acted
appropriately. It appears that Ms. Mullings believes that damage to the lights was
required for her to be charged with criminal mischief but that is not true. If teenagers
knocked over the Christmas tree in downtown Stuart they too would be charged with
criminal mischief and it would not matter if the tree had been damaged. It is truly
unfortunate that Ms. Mullings accused Officer Lee of discrimination as there was
absolutely no evidence that race had anything to do with this event. The reason for the
call was because the owner of the decorations was upset when she came home to find that
someone had cut all of her decorations down. Ms. Mullings believes she had the right to
do so because she was a resident of the condominium association. There was no
evidence that anyone took action or failed to take action because race or any other
protected class.
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